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TO THE RIGHT HO. 


NOVRABLE HOVSE OF 
Lords Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMENT. 


ja 49 He differences and Divilions of 
England at this day are ſo many, 
ff a) @ Wn /o great, and ſo deſtructive to 
QB) 2D, Church and State, as that it can- 
$@Q | L@W& rot but be accounted a tranſcen- 
© > dent 4&7 of Piety and Charitie 
"V's for any man is endevour according 
to hs gion t0 compoſe the one, and remove the other. 
But though this worke be very excellent, yet it u alſo 
very dangerous to him that ſhall undertakeit. For it 
i ofien found, that he that will ſtep ints reconcile two 
parties that are a fighting, doth prove the party a= 
fainſt which both of them will fight, Or if not both, 
yet alwates the party that doth the wrong will be abit- 
ter enemie to him that would make up the breach. And 
therefore it is expreſſely ſaid, AR. 7. 26, 273, That 
when Moſes ſaw two of his brethren ſtriving one 4- 
A 3 againſt 
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Rufhni hiſtor. 
Ecclehalt. 
ub. 2. CaP.9. 
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againſt the other, and ſtept into ſet them at one, ſay- 


inz,Sirs,ye Are brethren, why wrong ye one anather ? 

He that did his neighbour the wrong thruſt him 
away ,ſ{aying, Who made thee a Ruler and a Judge 
overus? But yet notwithſtanding, happy i that man 
whom God ſhall make any wayes inſlrumentall to the 
bringing in of a holy and bleſſed Peace into this di- 
ſtreſſed Hand, though with the loſſe of his owne life, 
Famous is the example of Gregory Nazianzen, who 
was Biſhop of Conſtantinople, eminent for Learn- 


' ingand Pity : And yet when he ſaw 4 prevailing 


F attion endevouring to chooſe another into his place, 
and that it would much diſtarbe the peace of the Citie 
if he did not yeeld it up, hebrake out into this ſpeech - 


 Abſir, inquit, ut mei causa aliqua fimultas oriatur 


in Dei Sacerdotibus, Si proprer me cft iſta tem- 
peſtas, tollite,& mittite me in mare, & deſinet 4 
-vobis quaſlatio, God forbid that for my caufe aty 
difference ſhould ariſe amongſt the Minifters of 
God: Itthis tempeſt be raiſed tor my cauſe, take 
me, & throw me into the Seathat ſo the tempeſt 
may ceafe. 4 ſentence worthy to be wruten inlet- 
ters of Gold, and to be put 1# pratiiſe by every true 
hearted Engliſhman. The like we read of Codrus 
« Heathen King, who for the love of his people ex- 
poſed himſelfe to death. And of Curtius, and of three 
Decii :1h48 devoted themſelves to ruine for the ſafe- 
tie of thety Countrey. The Bocke of God telus of Mo- 


les that was willing to have his name blotted 012 of 


the Booke of life : andof Paul that was willing to be 
au Anathema, thet ſo God mirht be reconciled to 
the people of Iracl with whom he was diſplerſel, But 


the greateſt example of all u of ow Lord and blefled 


Saviour 


yi 
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Saviour, who emptied himſelfe of his Divinitie, and 
became a ſervant, and a curſe, that he might becom 
our Peace-maker. 

Much to this purpoſe ic ſaid in the inſuing Ser- 
mon, which is now made publique by your Commanad. 
Something alſo i (aid ts keep p Jour ſprvits from be- 
ing over-diſmaied at the conſideration of theſe Land. 
deſtroying Diviſions, Great are the ſearchings «ud 
tremblings of heart, becauſe of theſe Diviſions. But 
be not over-diſcouraged : It ® Gods Prerogative to 
bring light-out of darkneſſe, good out of evill, 


unitie out of diviſion: He worketh by contrarie 


meanes 4s well as by unlikely mcanes, He deliered 
Jonah 6y a Whale, and kept him (as Balil ſaith) 
vivusinſepulchro. Heraiſed Joſeph by caſting him 
into priſon, he cured the blind man by clay and ſpit- 
tle. And T1 doubt not but he will bring a great dealt 
of good at laſt out of our Diviſions. It & obſervable 
that Simeon and Levi, that at fir/t were brethren in 
101quite, Joyning together to deſtroy the Sheche- 
mites, and for this cruel af, as a ſmtable pun'|hment, 
were. divided in Jacob, and ſcattered in L[ſrael, 
Gen.qg.7. Tet notwithſtanding becauſe aftermards 
Levi was zealous for God againſt the worſhippers of 
the golden Calfe, and did appeare walianily oy Gods 
ſide, Exod, 32.26, God did twrne this curie inte 4 
blefling, Deut.z3.10. For Levi mas conſecratcd ts 
teach Jacob Gods judgement, and lirael his law, 
&c, And the Simeonites, 44 Ainſworth obſerves, 
were alſo Teachers of the Law in the Synagozues 
of Jacob ; and the Levites in the Schooles of the 
ſonnes of Iſrael. Thi flory is written for our con« 
ſolation, The time was when we dwelt in peace and 


wnitie, 


Ainſw. in 
Gen. 49-f- 
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unity, but then we combined againſt God and his chil- 
dren z and for this cauſe as ajuſt curſe, God hath di- 
vided #us one from another, to the utter ruine one of 
another. But yet notwithſtanding, if you (Right Ho- 
norable) will gee on to ſhew your ſelves zealous for 
God and his Cauſe,and to appeare vigorouſly and faith- 
fully on his ſide , God will turne our great curle ints 
a great blefling. And as the dividing of the Red 
Sea was made by God away and meanes tolead the 
people of Iſrael over ints Canaan, and to deſtroy the 
Egyptians: So God will make our Diviſions in this 
\ Read Sea bf bloud,inte which we art plunged,a way and 
meanes to a happy Canaan of ynitie and peace 5 anats 
the utter ruine of our implacable eAdverſaries. Thus 
he dia with the diviſions of Paul and Barnabas, 4 
_ thus Sermon relates unto you, Onely be couragious for 
God, and in nothing be terrified at our differences, 
but make your peace with him, and he at laſtwill 
guake 14 at peace one with another : which i theeare 


neſt prayer of 


Your Honours 


Spirituall feryanr, 


DdMunDe CALAMY. 


A SERMON PREACHED TO 


the Right Honourable Houle of 
Lords on the Monethly Faſt, 
December 25. 164 4+ * 


Matth. 12. 25. latter end, 
Every kingdome divided againſt it ſelfe , 1s brought to deſola- 
tion: andevery citie or houſe divided againſt it ſelfe, ſhall 
not ſtand, 


6 Heſe words are a inſt Apology of Tefus Chriſt, 
\P gainſt the uniuſt :ccnſations and blaſphemies 
>. of the Scribes and Phariſees, There was 2 
<2 ky man brought unto Chriſt that was poſſeſſed 
with a Devil that made him dumnbe and blind; 
and ( hriſt bealed him,inſomuch that the blind 
Rs 4nd dumbe, both ſpake and ſaw; Verl. 22. 
This great miracle had three different ef- 
fets. The common people were aſtoniſhed and ſaid; [5 thu the 
ſenne of David ? Verl. 23. His own kindred thought him mad, 
and ſought to lay hold onbim,, ark; 3. 21. Bat the Phariſees 
when they heard of it, they blaſphemouſlly ſaid ; Thw fellow doth 
notcaſt out Devils, but by Beclzebub the Prince of Devils. Now 
Chriſt to cleare himſclfe from this curſed aſperſion brings foure 
eArguments , whereof thisin my Text is the firſt, Interpreters 
take much painesto make out the — of the _—_— The 
me 
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ſumme of what they fay 1s this. It is an Argument drawn from 
the policy and ſubtiltic of the Devill. For if Satan caſt out Satan 
( faith (rift ) then Satan ſhould be divided againſt himſclfe. And 
}f Satan ſhould be divided againſt himſelfe, then Satan ſhould ſeek 
his own ruine. For every kingdome divided againſt it ſelfezs brought 
#0 d:ſolation, andevery cite or houſe divided againſt it ſelfje ſhall not 
ftana. But it 1s incredible tothinke that Satan ſhould ſecke the 
ruine of his own kingdome , which he indeavoureth by all means 
topromote and propagate. And thercforc it is certaine , that I do 
not calt out Devils by the power of Beelzebub the Prince of De» 
vils. This is Chriſts firſt Argument. - 

But my purpoſe is to handle theſe words , only as they are an 
intire propoſition in themſclves; as they are a generall Maxime, 
writtenin great Characters , not only in the Booke of God, but in 
the Booke of Nature : and as they are a cleare Looking-gplaſſe, in 
which with {ad countenances we may behold the woetull condi- 
tion that England is 1n at this preſent. For theſe wordsare the 
words of Jeſus Chriſt, who is truth it ſelfe. Every kingdome di- 
vided againſt it ſeife ts brought to deſolation , and every houſe or citic 
divided againſt it ſeife cannot ſtand. And if eyery Kingdome, then 
the Kingdome of England , divided againſt it ſelfe ts brought to 
deſolation, and if every Citie , then the Citie of London divided 
againſt it felfe ſhallnot ſtand, In the words themlclyes , we have 
two parts. 

Firſt, Chriſt doth here ſet down one great Cauſe of the rnme of 
Kingdemes, Cities, and Families : and that is diviſion againſt it ſelf. 
Every Kingdome divided againſt i ſelfe : The word inthe Greeke 
IS 44p:2xiva, which doth not {ignifie every little, ſmall diviſion, but 
ſuch a diviſion, that doth wuspifeo Sa THY my , that doth cut a Citic 
in picccs, ſuch a diviſion, when it is xa” tav75;, when it 1s i1n17#n/e- 
r//toa Kingdome, when it is got within the bowels of a King- 
dome , it is like unto the winde , which whenit gets into the 
bowels of the Earth, makes an Earth-quake,and blows up Towns, 
and Houſcs, and Kirigdoms. So doe theſe diviſions, whether Ec- 
cichiaſtical, or Politicall , whether aboat mattersiof Religion, or 
of Civill Goyernment, when they get within a Kingdome , they 
blow ap a Kingdome, a Citic, and a Family. 

Secondly, Our Sarzour Chralt here ſets ont the greatweſſe of the 
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raine that ts cauſed by theſe diviſions; and that both Imtenſively, 
and Extenfively, Firſt, Intenſively , and that by two expreſſions, 

Firſt, Chriſt here ſayes, ſuch a divided Kingdome #* broxght to 
deſolation: the word in the Greeke 1s sp1yut ru, it © made a wilder- 
eſſe : Though a Kingdome in time of Peace be as bappy as a 
Paradiſe, diviſion will turne a Paradiſe into a deſolate wicderxeſſe : 
And the words are in the Preſent tenſe , to ſhow the certaintic of 
it : 7t # bronght,not «t Will be browght ; Every Kingdome divided 
againſt it ſeltc * browght, and it is brought to deſol/ation. Diviſions 
doe not onely d;ſtemper a Kingdome , and make a Kingdome dif- 
caſed, but they are deadly, and fata#toa Kingdome, they arc like 
unto a great and wide br:ach made in the Banks to let in the Sea, 
to {wallow up a whole Kingdome : they are like a breach mad? in 
the walles of a Citie beſieged , that lets in the Enemy to take the 
Citic. And then, 

Secendly,Chriſt ſayes,fuch a divided Citic hal nor ſtand. Chrilt 
doth not onely ſay, it ſhallrecle, and totter ; but he faith cxprefle- 
ly, s x%47+7w, 5t ſhall not ſtand: orasit isin the 3. fark, 24. t 
cannot ſtand; it muſt tumble and fall. Diviſions in a Houſc,are not 
only like unto the breaking of the Windows , or the pulling down of 
the Tyles, which may be done, and yet the Houſe may be afe : but 
they are like unto'a Houſe all on fire, which mult neceſlarily be 
burnt down if it be not quenched. Or like unto a Houſe , when 
the Pillars of it are pull'd down, and the Houle it lelfe falles with 
it. So isa Kingdome, Citie, or Family, divided againſt it ſelfe, 5t 
Cannot ſtand, ſayes Chriſt, & Adveru mivas, Afark. 3. 24. 

Secondly, Our Saviour ſets out the grearneſſe of thu ruine by the 
Extenfion of it; It is here faid , Every Kingdome divided againlt 


it {clfe. Diviſions in a Kingdome , are like a ſweeping plagre , that * 
h 


devoures whole Kingdoms, without any diltinion. 

a Kingdome be never fo well provided with Men, Armes, and 
Ammunition, Ships, Walles,and Bulwarks : yet notwithſtanding, 
if diviſions get into that Citic, and Kingdom, they are as a = 
ing gangrene , that will quickly infeRt the whole Kingdome , and 
deftroy it ntterly, be it never ſo well fortified by Sea or Land. Nay, 
thongh there ſhould be a Kingdome of Saints ; yet notwithſtand- 
ing , if Differences and Diſtra&ions get within that Kingdome, 
they will prove like the worme that did eate wp Tonah's gowrdin one 
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night; Diviſions in a very little ſpace will ſwallow up, and de- 
youre all the outward happineſle, eycn of a Kingdome of Saints. 

And not only fo, bat every Citie, (fayes Chrilt ) and every 

Houſe , though it be never ſo Religious, ſo Honourable, ſorich a 

Fainily ; yet notwithitanding if diviſions get into that Family, ze 

cannot ftand, Theſe diviſions, they are ike unto the Iors in olla, 

like unto the Coloquintida, that ſpoiled all the pottage ; They are 

4s 2 po7ſonfwull herbe , that ſpoiles all the riches and goodnefle of a 

Family : like unto Eagles feathers, which (as fome (ay) when 

they are mingled with other feathers, ſpoile all the feathers they 

are iningled withall. So doe Divi1ons, Contentions, and Factions, 

when they get into a Citic, or Family, they ſpoile all the wealth, 

riches, an honours of that Family : for ſo {ayes our Sayiour Chriſt; 

k Lib.s. de Bel- Every kingadome divided againſt it ſelfe 1s browght to drſolation, and 

 Gaiks. quod every Citie , or Houſe drvided againſt it ſelfe ſhall uot ſtand. The 


4fHionibus 67 __- ? : 
Fd trhe- words thus explained, will attord us this Doctrin, 


i. 


+ 


bwitur. | DoR.T hat Diviſions whether they be Eccleſiaſticall,or Politicall, 
Camden Bri- in Kingdomes, Cites, and Families, are infallible 
tun. fam inde Canes of ruine to Kingdomes, Cities, und Famil'es, 


into7107 Britan- 


ni mazic civi- This Dodtrin 1s-proved, not only by the Hiſtory of the Bible ; 
libes bellis, & but by the gdiſtory of all Ages. The Kingdome of England is ſufe 
partiion ſtudiis, ficient alone to prove the Truth of this DoAtrin. Hiſtorians eb- 
wy Log * ſerve, that there was never any great milchicte fell upon England, 
= oft "+. but the Cauſe of it was, the Diviſions that were among them. 
clades ultro c- When Ceſar firſt made inrode into Britaino , he was called inby 
rroque illatas in the FaRtion of * Mardwbratizs. And T acitins layes, that all the 
Romanorun f0- YiRAories that the Romaxes got, it was by the Factions and Divi- 
s pon an fions that were among the Briraines. And afterwards, when the 
Dun enim ſin- Saxons made a Conquelt of Britaine; Yortigern that had got the 
guli pugntbant Kingdome by a Fattion,to maiataine his Party,ſent for the Saxons 
unrverfs ſunt Vi- in, as {ome ſay, or at left imployed them, when, in, to take his part, 
Fr, fic 'n nm a$ Others write. Butall write, that by this meanes he deſtroyed 
pennant »;; himſelfe, and the whole Kingdome. Andiolikewile , when the 
oppreſſs enſerins Normans made a Conquelt upon England; they were invited hi- 
emnibus perire, ther by the FaRtions that were in England, Eſpecially, by the Fa- 
quod friguts 4- ion that the Earle GoodWin made, and his ſonne Towffaine,agour 


—_—_ Front Hiſtorians doe relate. And ſince the Norman Conqueſt, I need not 


E gland, 


dis frew,&'s. pat you in minde of the great effuſion of blood that was here in 
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Evnglandall the time of the Barons warres : And of the miſerable 
condition of England, When the Howſe of Torke and the Howſe of 
Lancaſter roſe up one 2guin(t another. An1 what (hal we ſay to the 
deſolate and bleeding condition of England, and Ireland, at this 
preſent ? Doth not our forlorne, and miſerable eſtate ſufficiently 
make good this Dotrin : That Diviſions in (arch and State, are 
d-ſtruttive to Church and State? 

But beſides the Kingdome of Exg/and, I might ſhew you,how 
the Empire of Grecia aslong as Alexanaer kept it in unitic flou- 
nſhed in great proſperiti2 , but after the death of Alexanaer, it 
was divided into foure parts, and theſe foxre Governowurs deſtroys 
cd one another by divitions. I might alſo inſtance in the Empire 
of Rome, aſloone as ever 1t was divided by Conſtantine into two 
parts, from that yery time (as Sigonins relates) the Romane 
Empire, which before that was very (trong and potent, began firſt 
ſecretly to grow weake, and afterwards to decay, till at laſt it 
came toutter deſtruAion. 

I might inſtance alſo in the people ofthe Tewes, as long as 
they were 45 4 Citie united Within it ſelfe in Davids and Solomons 
time, ſolong they did exceedingly flourith ; but as ſoone as cyer 
they were divided into ten Tribes, and two Tribes, they preſent- 
ly began to warre one againſt another, and to open the doore to 
foraine Inyaſions ; till at laſt they were all of them uttetly rain a- 
ted. Famous is the ſtory of the Citie of [eru/alem, when it was 
beſieged by Titms Veſpaſian, Toſephus telsns it had three mightic 
FaMons in the yery bowels of it :. The chiefe of which Factions 
were lehochanan, Eleazar, Schimeon. And that theſe three Fa- 
Rions did kill more then the enemie himſelte; and were the 
cauſe of the taking of that famous Citie. The like is reported of ,..c.. . 

* the famous Citic of Conſtantinople, when it was taken by the why Diviſions 
Turks, &Cc. are lo fatatl to 
But let vs a little conſider the Reaſons why Diviſions are ſo 1906-8 Yrs 

fatall and deſtruRtive to Kingdomes, Citics, and Families. _—_— = oj 

The firſt Reaſon is, becaule that theſe inteſtine diviſions they de- 1 preferya- 
ftroy all theſe things that are as walls, and bulwarks to preſerve 4 tives of a King- 


\ 


Nation from ruine. As for example : _ | ons. 
Firſt , Diviſions deſtroy the peace of a Kingdome : Now 6k | Ao 8 


there is nothing that preſerves a Kingdome more then peace? (un . King- 
B 3 And dome. 
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And therefore. the Hebrewer comprehended all bleſſings un = 


der the name of Peace, Heaven it felfe, it is nothing but traw- 
qwillitas pacts; what is Ged , but the Goa of peace ? and what 


*D". Stonghten 3s Chriſt, but the Prince of Peace ? And therefore, as * that 


Sermons, 


;. Thev take 
away unitic, 


oye, and con- 


cord, 


Calente a1hyc 


ſanguine (/hri- 


ſti. Hicron, 


Cardinall made his Embleme, A Beach tree, with this Motto : 
T ake off the top and it 5 the yuine of all thereſt : tor luch is the na- 
ture of the Beach tree, that it you cut the top off, the tree pre= 
ſently withers : ſuch may be the orto of every Kingdome : Take 
off the top, and it 1 the rue of all the reſt : Take away Peace, and 
you deſtroy a Kingdeme. The truth is, there 1s no out ward bleſ= 
ſing, is a reall bleſſing where peace is wanting : your Eſtates, your 
Honors, are no bleſſings, if you haye not peace to enjoy them. And 
therefore, as the Artificer carved his ewne name into the Buck/er 
of Minerva (0 exaAtly, that whoſpever ſhould undertake to pick 
out his name, muſt neceflarily ſpoile the Buckler : fo it is with 
Peace, peace is {o Woven into the proſperitic of a Kingdome, that 
whatlocyer deſtroyes peace, mult needs deſtroy a Kingdome. 
Now Diviſion takes away peace, and therefore Divition ruines 
a Kingdome. . 


And they ſecondly , Diviſion takes away the V'nitie of a King- 


dome ; now V/nitie is the great preſerver of Charch ana State : it is 
the great preferver of all-bodics, both Natzrall, Politicall, Arts- 
ficiatt, and T heologicall, What is that, that keeps the fabrick of 
Heaven from diflolving into pieces, but the Vnitie and the agree- 
ment of the diſcordant Elements? What keeps this great fabrick 
here from falling, but the Vnion and conjunQtion of the parts of 
it? [tones toyned together make abuilding, but ſlones uncemented, 
deſtroy and overthrow 4 building : boards toyned together make 4 
Ship, dic oytued make a ſhip»-wrack, What keeps the body of a man 
in health, but the-Jult proportion and harmonie of every part? 
the members of the body divided from the head are preſently de» 
ſtroyed : the branches divided trom the Vinereccive no juyce, no 
ſap, no vyertue ; Every thing 1s preſerved by unitic and concord, 
Loras and Commons united fave a Kingdom : divided make ſip- 
wrack of a Kingdome, The Chrnrch of Chriſt at firſt, when the 
bloud of Chrift was yet Warme, was at unitic within it felfe, and all 
with one accord prayſing andſerving God, and then it Hlourithed ex- 


ccedingly. The Church was then like a pure F*rgon wes 
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with all the graces of Gods Spirit as with ſo many Hand-maiaes, 
But afterwards when it fell into diviſions 1t loſt ber /»-gixsry, and Hegefip. ex Eu- 
all her hand-maids forſook her. For this is true both in Philo- /# 
fophy and in Dirinitic, Omme diviſibile eft corruptibile : What- 
ſocycr is diviſible, is corruptible. And the like I fay of concord, 
loye and friend(hip, which are nothing elſe but were in affection : 
Thele are the glew that foders; theſe are the nerves and linewes 
that joyne a Kingdome together. And therefore the Apoltle faith, 
Above all things put on love which ts the bond of perfetion : it isa Cds 16 
bond to joyne Kingdomes, and Citics,and Families together, And © 
thercfore, whatſoever breakes this bond of Kingdomes in pieces, 
mult needs deyoure and deſtroy Kingdomes. Bat diviſions doe 
this. For they arc like a Caterpiller to devoure all peace, unitie, 
love, friendſhip, and concord, which arc the great ſupporters of 
Kingdomes. They are like unto ths great Plague of the Locuſts 
that devourcd all the greene things in the land of Egypr : There x04 9 
is nothing that is good in a Nation, nothing that 1s greene and 
fAouriſhing in a Nation, but divition and contention will deſtroy it. 
And therefore diviſions mult needs be deſtrutive to Kingdomes. 
This is the firſt Reaſon : and then 
Secondly : Ag diviſions take away all thoſe things that are the *<2'9" 2 
Buttreſles touphold a Nation : So on the other (ide, they open a ka Benin 
doore to all kinds of miſery ; they bring in myriads of evils into a 547i to 
Kingdome : They are like unto Paxaora's box, which when it Kingdomes, 
was once opened, out flicd all kind of {icknefles and difcaſes : Ag becaule they 
for example : i, = wh 
Firſt, Where inteſtine diviſions dwell, there dwelr ſtrife and They lor 
a _ gre envic and ſtrife is, there 1s confufion and every confuſion. 
EV worke, lam. 3.16, ; 

Secondly, Diviſions open a doore tolet in a foraine exemie : >, They l:tin 
and it isa free and miraculous mercy that God hath kept cut the 2 formne 
French, and the Spaniard, and the Dares from invading Exg- "ml 
land intheſc times of our diviſions. — 

And then thirdly , Diviſions Weaken a Kingdome, and make it 2. They diſen- 
wnable to refit a foraine enemie, if be ſhould come in : for divide 7 us to refiR 
a Citic, and ſo many diviſions you make, ſo much you take away —__— 


from the ſtrength of that Citie. Let five man joyne together to 
bcare a burden, and they will beare it with caſe : but it three of 
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thoſe five ſhall divide from the other two, the burden will ſinke 
the other two, Yiu Unita fortior, [ſtrength conjoyned is a great 
deale ſtronger ; ſtrength divided is weakened ;. Counſels divided 
are weakened ; men divided are weakened : But then 

Fourthly, and eſpecially, Diviſions ſet a Kingaome againſt it 
ſelſe, ſo ſayes my Text, Every Kingadome divided againſt it ſelfe : 
Diviſions make the father to fight againſt the child,;ard the child to 
fight again(t the Father; Divitions ſet the husband againſFthe wife, 
and the wife againſt the busband: Diviſions make us to be our own 
hangmen, our owne executioners. Diviſions make us Viper like 
to eat out the bowels one of another. Diviſions make us to ſheath our 
[words in our own: bowels, As God cauſed the AMiadtanites to de» 
{troy one another : ſo theſe Diviſions ſet a Kingdome againlt it 
ſelfe ; they ſet a man againſt himleltc ; a Citie againlt it ſelfe, to 
deſtroy it {-lfe, : In a word, that I may expreſle all miſery in one 
phraſe : Dwviſuons bring in C twill Warres, which of all warres are 
moſt wncivill, There arc three Iron whips with which God doth 
whip man-kind, wh-n it grows: monltrous in 1niquitic ; the 
Plague, Sword and Famine, which T ertull ian cals T on/ur as in(0+ 
lentis humani gener, T hel ppings and prunings of Man- kind when 
they groW ranke in iniquitie. Ot thoſe three plagues Warre is the 
greateſt, And therefore when the Prophet put David tohis T ri- 
lemma, he choſe the Plague,rather then the Sword,or Famine,and 
beleecheth with great carneſtneſle : Let we not fall into the hands 
of man. Of all judgements Warre is the greateſt, which for the 
moſt part is attended with Famine and Plague. But of all warres 
no warre ſo miſchievous as Civill warre, for theſe Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe there is #9 Warre /o unnaturall as Crvill Warre : 
for in Civill warre, the father fightsagainſt the child,and the friend 
againſt the friend, and the brother againſt the brother. 

Secondly, There ts no Warre ſo cruell as Civill Warre : and 
t herefore you (hall obſerve, that the Hagarens, and the Awmo- 
yites, and the Aoabites, and the EF domites, were the greateſt e- 
nemies that the people of 1/rael had z Now theſe were of the kin- 
dred of the people of J/rael ; The hatred of brethren uu moſt bitter 
when they fallout : You havean example of this inthe 20, of Jug. 
48. The people of 1ſraet, they went to fight againlt their bre- 
thren, and when they had conquered them they did not onely kit 


every 
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every man they met withall, but they kild every beaft that they 
met withall, and they kild every thing that came to hand: Itisa 
ſtrange expreſſion , to ſhow the crucltic of Civill warre : and 
you knew how the bloud-thirſtis Cayalicres, at Oxford, doc 


er and thirſt to drinke Cwps full of the bloud of the Round». 
heads (as they call us). 


Thirdly, Theſe warres, they are moſt treacherous; no warre 
{o treacherous ns Civill warre, for there will alwaics be falſc bre- 
thren, that will labour to betray their brethren into the hands of 
the cnemic, for it is a warre amongſt Brethren; and theſe are the 
times wherein we may take up the complaint of Jeremy, Ier. g. 2, 
34 5+ and wherein we had need follow the example of Aficea. 
7.56. 

Fourthly,and laſtly,theſe wars of all wars are moſt wwcomfort- 
able. And therefore you ſhallread that when the people of [rect 
had oycrcome the Bewiamites, in ſtead of rejoycing for the victory, 
they all fell a weeping becauſe of their brethren that were ſlaine, 
Tray. 21. 2. 

Thelſc arc the Reaſons why Civill warres are the worlt of wars. 
But of all Ciyill wars that cvcr were, none ſo wicked, none 1g 
miſchicyous as the Civill warrcs of England. Ot all the arrewes 
thatarc in the quiver of Gods indgements, there is no arrew. 1a 
ſharpe, (o keene, as this arrow that Gednow ſhoots out againſt 
England. For there is a Generation of men riſcn up amongſt us 
that fight againſt the Parliament wbom they themſclycs did 
chooſe, and intruſt with their lawes, libertics, and religion. Men 
that fight againſt a Reformation : That fight themſclves into Po» 
pery, Slavery, and Beggery: That joyne with the Papiſts of Eng- 
land, and Popiſh Rebels of Ireland to fight (as they lay) for the 
Proteſtant Religion. That fight for their Liberties againſt the Par- 
lament, the great and onely Cenſervator of their Liberties. That 
call God torecord that they intend nothing but the preſervation 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and of the libertics of the people, and 
yet endeyour by all treachery and bloudy ways to ſubyert Religion 
and Liberties. That God ſhoutd ſuffer ſuch multitudes of men to 
be ſo farre drunke with error, and to be ſo farre blinded with pre- 
judice, this isa judgement of all Jacgements molt pain. 
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Now all theſc arc the fraits of our divifions, and therefore 
certainely, lcſug Chrilt might well ſay, or if Chriſt had not 
faid it , our owne experience would haye taught vs the truth 
of this Text : Every Kingdome divided againſt it ſelfe ts breught 
to drfſolation, and every houſe, and every citie divided againſt it Re 
ſpall not and, This is all that I ſhall ſay tor the explication of the 
Doctrine. 
But now (through the dl:Mng of God) I ſhall come to the 
Application. | _ | 
Uſe 1. If intriaſecall divitions be fo deſtrutiye to the Kingdome, let 
us Weepe and mourne before the Lord this day, at the conſidera- 
tion of the /ad conastion that England is inat this preſent. This 
day isa day of weeping and mourning : And T ſhall preſent a fub- 
jeRt before you that will move you to teares if there be any 
dowels of compaliion in you, and to fay as Jerenne 14.17. Let 
mine eyes runne aowne with teares night and ary, and let them not 
ceaſe, for the virgin daughter of my people is broken With a great 
breach, With a very grievo!s blow. And if a tender and dutifull 
child cannot without great mourning and hmentation b-hold his 
Mother reat and torne mn pieces by wild Beaſts; furely-it-will be - 
moſt unnaturall inus who are the ſonnzs and daughters of Eng- 
laxd, to heare of the divifions and diſtrations of England with 
dry eyes, and hard hearts. 7t 1s reported of Cato, that from the time 
that the Crvill Warres began 1 Rome betweene ( «ſar and Pompey, 
he was never ſeene to laugh, or to Waſh hu face, or to ſhave hia beard, 
or ext his haire, This example will rife up in judgement againſt 
many of us whoare ſo unafteRed and intenfible of the great and 
nnexpreſſible calamities of poore Zngland, once a pleaſant Para- 
d;ſe, bat now a howlin'o Wilderneſſe. 

If Diviſions deftroy a Nation, it is a miracle of mercy that Eng- 
Jand is yet a Nation :: for our diviſions are multiplied exceeding- 
ly. Our timesrum al! upon diviſions, and ſubdiyifions. We may ſay 
of England,as Anſtin of eAfrica, That it is divided in minutrula 
fruſftla,it 1s crumbled into very little little pieces. I will bring 
them all into two heads. 

I. Our Dv1frons from God, 

2, Omr Diviſions one from another. 
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Firſt, Our Diviſions from God, by our woſt grievews ſinnec and A Catalog 


Ry nd - LJ: | of the diviſions 
iniquitiecs, For as [make driveth Bees out of their Hives, odoth of Englanl,and 


ities have ſeparated between you and your God, and your ſins kave them. * 
uy hu face from yow that he Will not heare. Now there is ao Nation Our Dirt 
under heaven, that hath dividedit ſelfe more from God by finne G)y 
then Englaxd hath, There was a time when the Parliament of 
England made a whip with ſix ſirings to whip many godly people 
to death. This was in H. the eight hs dayes. There was a time when 
the Parliament of Explana aid ſolemnly upon their kyees abinre the 
Goſpelt, ard deſire reconciliation With Antichriſt. This was done in 
9. Maris dayes ; atter which followed the bloody perſecution by 
the Lawes then eſtabliſhed. And though theſe Lawes were atter- 
wards repealed , yet how often haye we Apoſtatized from Gad 
ſnce that time? And cvenat this very day, though there be much 
ralke of Reformation; yet (alas) there wasncver lefle pratts/e of 
Reformation. Our Churches indeed are Reformed, but onr hearts 
and lives ave no whit Reformed, Onur high altars are taken down, but 
our high mindes are not taken down. T be Wor ſhip of God «4 purer but 
the Wor ſhippers are 4s impure 4s ever. We have no bowing to tht 
name of feſus, no bowing to «Altars, [mages and Crucifixes. There 
u le(ſe knee- [dolatry ; - but 1 feare me, we have 45 much heart- Tdolas 
try as ever, 4 much Covetonſneſſe, as much truſting to an Arms: of 
fleſh as ever. And though our 1ds/atry be lefle, yet Adrtterirs and 
Fornications, were never more, I cannot fay puniſhed, but I malt 
rather ſay ,, Never more committed, and never leſſe puniſhed. Doe 
not men boaſt of their adulteries,and yet eſcape unpuniſhed ? It is 
a mercy of God, that ſcandalous Miniſters are thruſt out of theii 
livings. ButI beſeechyou tell me, Js there a Law to puniſh a ſcans 
delous Almiſter ; and ts there no Law to puniſh a ſcandalous Gemtle« 
man , and 4 Lord alſo if he grow ſcandalous ? Shall the C hedp-fide 
C'7ſſe be taken down' ( wherein you have done well; ) and ſhatl 
your Cheapſide iniqnities, your Cheapſide adulteries yetremaine ? 

It 15a mercy, that we are freed from the tyranny and &weltir of rhe 
High Commiſſion, aud Star-chamber, But 1 am furs, there is as 
much complaint , | doe not ſay,as inft complaint ; but as mywek coms- 
plaint, of oppreſſion and i1#inſtice i the Parliament- Committees it 
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Welive in times wherein there was never more iudging of 0. 
thers , and never leſſe indging of our ſelves, We live in the ſadeft 
dayes that ever England faw, and y=t what avoundance of pride is 
there in apparel{? what [uſtfull faſhions, even in theſe bloody dayes? 
what ſecxritie in finne , even whileſt the Ship of the Kingdom is 
finking ? What deadnefſe of heart > What coldnelle and formality 
in Gods worſhip? What unthankfulneſle ? what unfruitfulneſle, 
&c- Indeed here is much faſting, but little weeping. Never more 
murmuring,more cenſuring,& never lefle reforming,then in theſe 
dajes, even intheſe dayes of Reformation. And thall we not weep 
bitterly before the Lord this day for theſe ſinnes? Thele are the 
ſinnes that divide a Nation from God. Andif Godonce fortake a 
Nation, itis left in a deſperate condition- For as the Trojans 
when they loſt their Palladizm, were. preſently vanquiſhed : 1o 
when a Nation hath loft Gods favour, it ſinks into ruine irrecoyer- 
ably and preſently. 

But ſecondly, Let us mourne this day alſo for our Diviſions one 
from another ; and firſt for our Statc-divilions , and then for our 
Churchediviſions. 

Firſt, Let us mourne for the Diviſions of the Commonwealth. 
Is it not a fad thing to ſee the Head rent from the Aſembers; and 
that that Head that ſhould be a preſerver of the Body, isnow,by ill 
counſell, a deſtroyer of his Boay ? that, that Head, that ſhould be 
like a head of go/d, is now, through ill connſell, made ahead of 5rox, 
to cruſh its own body in picces? Oh! let us mourne for this, this 
day. 

"And then let us mourne for the rent that is amongſt the Mews- 
bers. Is it not a fad thing to ſee the Members rent and torne one 
from the other ? Nobleman againſt Nobleman, Gentleman againſt 
Gentleman , Citizen againſt Citizen ; Father againſt Sonne, and 
Sonne againlt Father, &c. And that which England never ſaw till 
this day, ef pretended Oxford Parliament , againſt a true Weſt- 
winſter Parliament ! 

And eſp:cially, Let us bemoane, and bewaile the Diviſions that 
are amonglt our felves here at home: That we that arc all ingaged 
m the ſame Caule, and inthe ſame Coyenant , and that are und:r 


the 


pA ts tems * 


— ( D— A OC — " _ 


_ 


At the monethly Faſt, December 25. 1644. I3 


-— oA——s_c_ —_—” 


the ſame condemnation, under the unjuſt charge of Rebellion, 
that there ſhould be ſuch differences, and fuch diviſions amongſt 
vs, evenamoneſt us, whoſe heart dothnot bleed to thinke of it? 
That thouzh Hannibal ad portas, yet the Senators of Rome ſhould 
be at difference amongſt themſelves ; the Lords ſhould divide 
from the {ommion, and the Commons trom the Lords, whileſt the 
enemy is ſeeking to deſtroy both Lords and Commons ? | 

But above all, let us bemoane the Diviſions that are in the ,_ niviguns jr 
Chwarch about matters of Religion. For * Conſtantine faith well, the Church. 
That the diſſentions of the Chmrch are more terrible and more per- * Eu/. de vits 
nicious then any Crvill warre, And thelc are exceedingly increaſed Diffnfince | 
amonelt us eſpecially in the famous Citic of Loxdoy. One faith, 1 < - —_— , 
am of Paxl; another faith, I am of Apollos ; a third faith, I am of þorribiticres c57 
Cephas. Some are Antinomians, that is, Patrons of free vice, wn perniciofiore 
der the maske of free grare. Some are Anabapriſts, that ſay, That 949% bello (3- 
the condition of an [fart of a beleeving Parent, isas fad and mi- %* 
{erable as the condition of an . /»nfart of a T wrke or Infidel: and 
one of them wasnot aſhamed to ſay , That it i as lawfull to Bap- 
tize a Cat or a Dog, as an Infant of a Chriſtian Parent. Som: arc 
Browsiſts, that ſay , That all our fimiſtery is Autichriſtian , and 
our Worſhip, and Charches eAntichriſtian. Some are of no Church 
at all, belceving all C hurches to be tsl{cly conſtituted, and there» 
fore refuſe to joyne with any Church in the worſhip of God, and 
waite till God raiſe up Avoltles to plant new Churches. Some 
beleceve that the Sowle dyeth with the body , and that both thall rite 
ag4ine at the laſt day. Others begin to ſay , they beleeve that the 
Soule is mortall, as well as the Boay,and that there 1sno Reſurrett;e 
#», neither of Sole or Body. Some plead for an s{imited tolera- 
tion of all Religions, It would ſeeme a wonder, it I ſhould recon 
how many ſeparated ( ongregations, or rather Segregations there 
arc in the Citie : What Churches againſt Churches, .&c. But | 
 forbeare. The Lord knows, that I mention theſe things with a 
ſad heart , and that I doe not hereby intend to exaſperate your 
L:rd/vipsagainl(t the pertons that hold theſe opinions, abuve what 
the Vordof God goth clearely require at your hands; or to #nco- 
ver any nakedneſſe of our Dcare Mother that was unknown before, 
but-onely to preſent betore youour tad and miſcrabk condition; 
that thereby you may be 'quickned unto prayer, [tured up to hu- 
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miliation in a day of Faſting and Weeping, andallo provoked to 
uſe all Scripture- helps for the ſuppreſſion of theſe diltraRions, 

For great and wonderfullare the miſchicfes that proceed from 
thelſs Church-divifions:; Give me leave to mention a few of 
them. | | 

Firſt, Hereby Gods Name u exceedingly dyſboyeured, and the true 
Religion ill ſpoken of. Intian that curled Apoltate, railes againſt 
the Chriſtians in his dayes, and faith of them, That they lived to- 
eether as ſo many Dogs and Beares, rending and tearing one another: 


and addes, Who then would be ſo ſimple s to become a Chri- 


ſtian > The very Heathen in their Interludes f{coffed at the diyie 
ſons that were amongſt the Chritttans (as the Hiſtories of the 
Primitive times informe us) to the great diſgrace of Chriſtian 
Religion. And I wiſh this might not alto be verified of our 
dayes. | 

Dees Hereby the happy Reformation that all good people 
expett and loxs for, ts much hinaered.. For as the building of Babel 
was hindered by the confuſton of Tongues, fo 1s the building of 
Sion allo. For every man drives his ewne p ivate way of Refor- 
mation, and (trives to hinder all other wayes that are oppoſite to 
his way. It is with us in England, as it was with-the Suiters in 
Plutarch, who becauſe they could not all of them obtaine the 
Vero they fucdfor, agreed tocut her mn pieces, and every one to 
take a 6#t of her. We are all Suiters for a Reformation,and becauſe 
we cannot get ſuch aone as may pleaſe every man, hence come 
our Diwirons ; by which what dos we elſe but agree together to 
cnt the Kingdome in piecesand every man to take his morſcll? E- 


Epighan, bercſ. piphanizes telsa fad itory of Meletines, and Peter Paſhop of Alcxe 


andria, both conte(lors of the Chriltzan faith, . both of them con- 
demned ad metalla, tor their profetiion, who upon a ſmall diffe- 
rence fell into ſo great a Schitme, that they drew a partition be- 
tweene eachother in the Priſon, and wonld not bcld communion 
in the ſame. worthip of Chrift, for which notwithſtanding they 
joyntly ſaff:red ; which diſlention of theirs did cauſe fach a rent 
and ſet inthe members of the Church, that it did more hurt then 
any perſecution of the enemie. Iuft 1o isour condition; For we 
arc here in Londen, and inthe Aﬀlaciated Counties, ſhut up asin 
a Priſon, (for we dare not trayclibeyend our line) and whileſt 
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we arc in priſon we draw-partitions one from another, and ſepa- 
rate from one another, while we arc all ſuffering for the ſame 
cauſe. And this hinders Reformation more then all that the ene« 
mic can doe to ob{}ract it, 

Thirdly, Hereby the good cauſe We fight for ts exceedingly Sj b 
raged. for doe we not keare the enemme boaliing and faying, Theſe 
are the men that cry downe Prelacy : you fee they can agree in 
nothing but in Anarchie 3nd confuſion | Arc there not many that 
beginne to grow weary of thefe warrcs, and cold in the profc- 
cution of the Parliaments moſt jult cauſe, cven tor this very rea« 
ſon, becauſe they know not amongſt fo many Religions (asthey 
call thzm) for w hat Religionthey fight ? 


Fourthly, Hereby the emenic 1 mweh excouraged. Higshope of 


conquering is built upon our Diyitions. And therefore he doth as 
Hedea did, who when the fled away with /a/ox, and was purti:d 
by her father, tooke her brother A#/yrtm, and cut him m picces, 
znd ſcattered him in the way that the fiedin, that fo her father 
might be buſiced in taking up the ſcattered picces of his forine, and 
the in the meane time flie ſecurely away. Even fo doe our enc- 
mies labour to cut us 1n pieces by our diyifions, (for the enemie 
batha chicfe ſiroke in our divitions) that they in the meane time 
may fecurcly {tudy our ruine, while we are gathering up our divi- 
ded partics. 
Hithly, Hereby the hearts of people are mightily diftrafted, 
many are Rdred' 
have loft much of the power of goalmeſſe in their lives, I tay, 
The hearts of people mightily diſturbed, whule' one Minitter 
preachethone thing asa truth of the Goſpel, and another Mini- 
{ter preacheth the quite contrary with as much confidence as the 
former. And thus, as Optatis faith, Inter licet rum 05 non licet 
men nutant & remigant anime C hriſtianorum. While one Mi- 
niſter ſaith I, and another tanth No, the common peoples minds 
are mightily diſtraRted. And many alſo ere hinared from converſion, 
For who Will venture mts a ſhip that ts toſſed With contrary Waves, 
and ready to ſinke ? And eventhe godly themſelves are much de> 
cayed inthe [tudie and pratife of faith and repentance, and of the 
power of godlinefſe. Forall their time is ſo much taken np with 


nneceflary diſputations, as that they haye little leaſure to repent, 
| and 
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from cowverſion, and even the podly themſetves . 
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and to ſtudy to- increaſe in holineſle. Inter d;pnurardum religio a- 
mittitwr, The truth is, Here & ſo mach diſpute about the geyern+ 
ment of Chri(t in our C kurches, 4s that there ts little of Cbriſts go- | 
vernment in our bearts or bouſes. So much diſpute about the ga- 
thering of Churches, as that there were never fewer gathered really 
to the Church then intheſe our aajes. 

Sixthly, By theſe divifiens godly Minifters are mightily diſcos 
raped: info much as there are many that grow weary of their 
ſtandingsin Gods Church, and deginre to thinke of leaving their 
places, and of going to live in private, and to ſhut themſelves up in 
their Studies, (as Lather was once counſelled) and tocry, Do- 
mine miſerere noſtri. 

Sevcnthly, Hereby a doore # opened to all kind of Athei/me : For 
doe not our profane men begin to ſay, We know not of what Re- 
ligion to be, and therefore we will be of no Religion. If we hold 
of ſuch, others will condemae us, and if we hold of them, others 
21ſo will condemne us; and therefore we will rather [tand Nen- 
ters, and profefle no Religion at a!l ? 

Eighthly, Hereby God « neceſſitated to prolong owr Warres : For 
all the bloud-thirſtic Cavaliers are but as to many Shepherds dogs 
ſent cut by God to gather his ſheep together. Gods people are 
now as ſheepe ſcattered one from the other to the reproach of 
Religion, and diſhonour of God ; and God hath fent the enemy 
as his dog to call them all together , and till this be fully accom- 
pliſhed theſe dogs-will not be taken off. 

Ninthly, Theſe diviſions open a Wide doore to the utter ruine 
and aefiruttion of the Kingdome. For they bring in deadly hatred 
above the hatred that 1s canied by Csvill aiſſentions; even tuch a 
hatred that turſteth aſunder the very bonds of nature it ſelte, as 
Chriſt forctels, /oh.16.2. They fall kill you, and thinke they doe 
therein God good ſervice. What abominable hatred was there be- 
tween the/eW and the Samaritane; infſomuch as that the Wo- 
inan of Samaria wondcied that Chriſt would aske a little wa- 
ter of her that was a Samaritane ? From this hatred followeth, 
Excommunications, Anathematizations, &c. And from thence 
to fire and fagot, and toas exquiſite torments as the wit or malice 
of men could invent, iinefſe the tenne Perſecutions. Witne(ſe 
;be Spaniſh Inquiſution. Witneſſe the Pariſian Maſſacre of the 
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Proteſtants wpon Bartholomew Eve, Witne(ſe Ducene CMaries 


' blougy dayes, Witnefle the Diviſions of the Greeke Churches 


betweene the #txoroxagges and fnyaarrc, and divers others of 


that kind (Pezel: reckons tenne) which diviſions firſt brought Pexe!.mollifie. 


in the Saracens, and afterwards the Tarks, who are the great 
ſcourge of Chriſtendome to this day. Theſe and many more are 
the miſchiefes that ariſe from our diviſions about matters of Re- 
ligion. 

of USE if there be any Dowels of compaſſion in' us to- 
wards a poore bleeding, dying Kingdome, let us weepe before 
the Lord this day ; and with that our heads were fountaines, that 
we might mourne continually for the Virgin daughter of Eng- 
land. Let there be great thoughts of heart for the-diviſions of our 


byſtor. 


\ 


Reuben. It is reported of certaine young debanched Gentlemen that ty $19ughrong 


were [wagrering ina T averxe in the Marxet-place, While the Citie Sermons. 


Wherein they dwelt was in great Calamitie ; and one of them puttin 
bu head croWned with a g.irland ont of the Window, Was efpied by th 
Magiſtrates of that Citie, whom when they [aW, they cauſed him to 
be bebeaded becauſe he was ſo inſenſible Fl publique danger. A 
famous Story for our Times. 1he Lord make us more apprehen- 
five of Englanas miſeries in a {pirituall way. 

And let us alfothis day admire the mercy of God that we are 
not yet conſumed notwithſtanding our manifold diviſions. And 
let us expeR certaine ruine and de 10Nn, 1f theſe diviſions con- 
tinue- The word of Chriſt mu't be true. A Kingdome divided a- 


gainſt it ſelfe cannot ſtand. England is tottering, and it will fall if 


theſe diviſions laſt ; and the fall thereof will be great. And there- 


fore let us prepare for deſolation, and provide an Arke of ſafety for 


our ſelves by faith in Jeſus Chriſt : a Kingdome that cannot be 
ſhaken ; an houſe made without hands, eternall in the heavens. 

If Diviſions be ſo aeſtrattwve to Kingdomes, Cities, and Families! 
This rep oveth thoſe that arc the Anthowrs and Fomenters of theic 
Diviftons that are naw amon 
of England, It he that ſets one benſe on fire deſeryeth hanging, 
much more they that ſet a whele Kingdeme on fire. It he that 
merders one man mult be put to death, much more he that wwr- 
ders three Kingdomes. Aarks them ((aith the Apoſtle, Roms. 16. 
17.) that canſe diviſions aud offences contrary to the deAirine which 
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Vie of reprote 
of the cauſlcrs 
of our divii- 
ons. 

z.Such' as cauſe 
divigons be- 
tweene King 
and people. 


2. Such-as 
cauſe diviſions 
at home. 

t. IUch as are 


falle-hearted. 


2. Sch as are 
dilcontented. 


Je have learned, and avoid them, Avoid them as the greatelt ene» 
mies of England. Thele are like thz Salamenaer that cannot live 
but in the fire of contention. Theſe are of. a /eſwt:cal ſpirit. And 
no doubt the heads, and hands of the Je/wits are 10 all our diviſions. 
]hereare Sever things, faith Solomon, Prov. 6,16. which are an 
abomination to the Lard © and'the \{cventh and lalt, and not the 
leaſt, is he that ſoweth diſcord among brethren; bat much more he 
that ſoweth diſcord amongſt three Kingdomes. And it it was a 
ligne of the falſe mother to deſire to have the child divided; much 
mor? 1$ it aſigne of an unnaturall and crueli-ch;ld to endevour to 
divide his mother 1n pieces, 

Mare particularly here are two forts to de reproved. 

Fuſt, Such as ſow diviſions betWeene the King and h15 people, That 
labour to keepe up and to increaſe the wats of parti40% 52t weeng 
them. Theſe afe the Sanba/lats and T ebiab's that tell the King 
that the Parliament are Rebels, that they {ceke his life, and would 
uncrowne Him and his Poſteritie, and bring in Anarchy and con» 
fuſion. Theſe are they that tell the King, (as Rhehum the {bn- 
cellowr, and Shimſhas the Scribe wrote to Artaxerxes, concerning 
Ternſalem, Ezra 4.12.) that the Citie of London u a rebellious and 
bali Citie; hartfull to Kings, and bath alwaies moveaſedition, &5c. 
Theſe give the King this Motto, divide et imppera. But thee arc 
without my reach, and therefore I ſhall ſpeake no more of them. 

Secondly, and eſpecially ſuch Incendiaries and fire-brands that 
kindle the fire of contention amongſt our ſelves at home:;and the(c 
are of two forts, 

Firlt, S#ch 4s are ab/olately falſe. hearted, and have made their 
peace at Oxford; and are here at Weſtminſter onely to calt in bones 
of contention, to divide our counſels, and to worke factions a» 
monglt us. Theſe are men hardened 1n \inne, ana there 1s little 
hope of reclaiming them. Theſe b#ila thesr houſes wpon the bloud 
of three Kingaomes, Thelie are the Tudaſſes of England; and it 
were jalt with God to give them the portion of /#4as. 

Secondly, Such as are diſcontented, though not falſe hearted ; 
and through diſcontent and diſlice of the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment do much hurt, and create many tations amongſt us. Thefe 
diſcomented pertons arc like pieces of {oft wax, ready to carry 
any 


f 
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any impreſſion that the adverſc party ſhall ſtampe upon them, 
Thek are of three ſorts. Three ſorts of 

Firſt; Swch as are diſcontented out of pride and covetonſmſſe, ve- CONN 
cauſe they cannot get thoſe places of profit and honour which they ©0002 - >. 

expeQ ; and becauſe they have not that credit and repute amongſt 4ifconeated 
the people that others bave z hereupon they come to diſlike the out ot pride 
publique proceedings and to make parties and fations. There = —— 
were many ſach in the Primitive Church that turned Heretiques, eve. 
becauſe they conld not obtaine the preferment they ſtood for. 
Theſe men ſceke themſelves andnot the publique. Theſe are not 
({ ommon-Wealths men, but Private- wealths men : Theſe ſeeke their 
owne belly, and betauſe they cannot have a Cabbin ſo richly ſuraiſhea 
as they defire, therefore they endevour to drown the ſhip wherein their 
cabbin uu. T heſe are like thoſe that will ſet an houſe on fire to roſt au 
egge. MVarke what the Apoſtle faith of thele, Rom, 16. 18, They 
that are ſuch ſerve not our Lord Jeſs Chrift , but cheir owne belly ; 
and by good werds and faire ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple. 

Aiccond fort arc ſuch as are di/contented ont of a blind 24als; 2. 5>uch as are 
ſuch as differ from usin opinion, and becauſe they begin to per- —_—_— d 1 
ceive, that if matters of Religion were once ſettled , their wayes © © 
of worſhipping God-would be difcoamenanced;therefore they la» __ _ 
boar to put all things into confuſion , and to hinder a ſettlement 99 
much as they can ; that ſointhe meane time, their numbers may 
increaſe, For 45 T ocas and Serpents grow in darke and dertic{tllarc, 
ſo doe Sefts, Errors, and Hereſics grow in 11mes of diſtrattion and 
confuſion, Thee are the men that deſire to fi iw troubled water s, 
becanſe they can catch moſt fiſh in troubled waters. Theſ: are like un- 
to Sanballat and T obiah, &c, who torelaw that if the Temple were 
once rebuilt , that then their way of worſhip upon Mount Gori - 
zin would be contemned , and therefore they boured to calt bitter 
aſperſions upon the Workemen,they laid heavy things to their charge, 
aud uſed all kinds of Policy to obttrut the Temple-Wor ke they had 
un hand. Juſt fo doe theſe men calt bitter aſperiions upon the 4/- 
ſembly of Miniſters , and upon every Parliament mar that opp5- 

{th their way , and labour by all meanes to hinder their procced- 
gs; becauſe they foreſee that if by their adviſe, matters of Re/i- 
240n were once eſtabliſhed, their wayes and opritohs world be 
preſently diſguſted. It is very obfervable, that Mt the feveralt Se 
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Such as are 
diſcontented 
by way of rc- 
venge. 


among us, though they differ one from another, yet they allagree 
together in their oppoſition againſt the Aſſembly of Miniſters as 
their greateſt enemies. Tult as we rca1in the 83 Pſalme, of ren Na- 
tions, differing one from another in Religion , Place and Cuſtomes, 
and yet all of them confederating againſt the people of God. Nice- 
phorws telles us, that the deletion and 4riani, did at firit much 
diſagree, not onely 1n opinions, but 1o attzctions ; but atterwards 
when they ſaw the Orthodoxe party increaſe fo mightily,as that 
it was likely to ſwallow both of them up, they joyned together 
ina firme league to oppoſe the Ortheaox Party ( though ſt:}] dif 
fering one from the other ) 1nſomuch that in proceſle of time, the 
HMeletians were called Arian, and the 4riun:, HMeletiani, So allo 
in 4frica, The Rogatianiſt, Maximimaniſt s,and Donatiſt; joyned 
together as Samp/ons Foxes not in one Opinion, but 1na leaguz of 
friendſhip for a while, that they might make up the greaternum- 
ber againlt the Orthodox Party. And is not this the preCiſe of our 
times? Docnot eAnabaptifts , BroVWniſts, eAntinomians, aorce 
together in oppoſing the Aſſembly of Mmiſters , and in Indepen- 
d:ncy from all \uperiour Eccleſialticall Governm-:nt, without the 
bounds of -a particular Congregation. 

A third ſort are [ach as are diſcontented , and thereupon difturbe 
our Peace by Way of revenge ; that lye under Jealouſies and Sufpits- 
ons ( whether juſt or unjult I diſpute not) and cannot regaine their 
credit , and therefore labour tocalt a 6/ame upon all others, and 
bring as many as they can into the ſame condemmarion with theme 
(elves. luſt like the Foe in the Fable, that bad his taile cut off, and 
therefore pzrſwaded all other Foxes to cut oft their tailes, telling 
them it was an uncomely thing tor a Foxe to baye a taile, Even fo 
doe theſe men. Becauſe they lye under ſuſpicion themſelves, 
therefore they would perl wade others 2lfo;that they arc under the 
like ſuſpition, that thereby they might mak= them diſcontented, as 
they themſelves are. And thereby the building of the Temple 
much hinared, publique affaires diſturbed, and the poore Ship of Eng- 
land ready to finkg under the burden. 

Now all theſe forts of menare (harply to be reproyed, every 
man according to his degree of  guiltinetie. Theſe are the Devils 
Agents, For it 1s the proper worke of the Devil to divide God 

from men, men from God, and one man from another, And as it is a 


worke 
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N w—_ of the Devill,(o it will bring us to the Devill, if we repent TR he Wh 
not or it, 

If Diviſions ve ſo fatall and deſtruure to Kingdomes, Cities, V/e 

and Families. Ob let us all be intreated according to our ſeyerall 
places, tocontribute what help we can poſlivle to the healing of 

our Diviſions, and tothe bringing in Peace, Love, VUnitie and Con- 

cord amongſt us. Oh that God would make me his inſtrxmext this 

day, to raile up your hearts to the obedience of this duty. 

Firſt, Let us labonr to be at Peace with the Kings CMaieſty , as Exhortations 
farre as upoſſible, and may be obtained, ſalva conſcientia. Let us not to unitic and 
onely pray tor Peace, but follow aftcr Peace,and if it flies from us, P**<_ 
let us purſue it. I remember what | have read of Calvin, that be _m»== wk 
ſhould ſay ; That he Would willingly travell over many Seas , toſee 4 Neſties 
ore Uniforme draught of Religion , Wherein all Proteſtants might 
agree. An who would not willingly ſacrifice up ks life to the fire 
toſce King and Parliament thronghly agreed? To ice a Holy,Safe, 
and well-grounded Peace made? 1 ſay, a Holy Well- grounded Peace. 

For there arc ſome amongſt us, that are like the Gadarens,that pre» 

ferre their Hogs before Chriſt and his Caufe ; that wiſh more for 

the ſettlement of their Trading, thenof their Religion, Theſe are 

Swines not { hraſttans. There are others as bad that deſire a Peace 

pon any termes , though with the lofle of Libertic and Religi= 

on. luſt like the 1fraclitcs, that would needs bave Quailes. Bat 

while the meat was yet in their monthes, the Wrath of God came upon 

them. He that defires Peace without reſpect to Religion, the 

plague of God will goe along with that Peace. There is a double 

Peace. 

Ficlt, A treacherous Peace, Such as (hall betray #s into Popery, A double 
Tyranny, and ſlavery ; Such as was made with the Proteſtants in Peace. 
France, a London maſſacring Peace. Such as the 1ſraelues made * A  treache= 
with the Canazites, which was a perpetuall thorne aid ſnare unto hang 
them. Such as Ahab made with Benl adad, This iga i and-deyour-, 
ing, and a Religion-deſtroying Peace, This 1s to betray Chriſt ag 
Judas did with a kifle of Peace. : 

Secondly, A holy, ſafe, well- grounded Peace. And Curlcd isthe 2. A holy and. 
man that is an enemy to ſuch a Peace. My prayer is; That God lafe Peace. 
would make our King a Melchiſedeck, who was King of Righte- 
owſnefſe, and King «of Peace. That Righteonſneſſe ang Heace may 
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hiſſe each other in his dayes. That this may be added upon the 
Kings Coinc. Henricus Roſas, Regna Facobus, Populum Carolus, 
And here let me craye leave humbly tobefeech your Lordſorps, 
that in this 7 reatze that is ſhortly to begin, you would make Ret1- 
gion your Jewel, and Peace as your golden ring, on which it may be 
put. To make Peace your boxe of eAlablaſier. And Reformation 
the precioms oyntyzent within it. To make Peace asthe gold, and 
Religion as the Temple that ſanttifieth the Gold, Happy 1s the peo» 
ple that is inſach a cafe. Happy Erg/ard if once it comes toſing 
the Angels Song. Glory be to God on high, inearth Peace, 

And yet let me forewarne you allo, not to truſt too much to 
Treaties, arid overtures of Peace. Danid had a fonne whoſe name 
he called Ab/olom, which in Hebrew ſigmfieth a Father of Peace, 
David promiſed to htmfelte great felicitie in that childe. But he 
proved a Father of warre and amiſery to his Father, Say not. This 
Treatie will be an 46/o1omn, for tearc it proye an '4&/o/omin acons 
trary fenle as eAb/o/omlimicite did. It 1s very fatall, that in the 
midttof our Treatics, there have alwayes becn great Plots to dee 
{troy us, 2s we ſee verified at this day. 

Secondly , But that which I eſpecially aymeat this day, isto 
per{wade you that are here prefent, to be at peace and wnitie a- 
mong ſt your ſelves, andto ioyne together againj; the Common enem 2 
But moſt ot all you that are Earles, Lords, and Gentlemen of ranke 
and qualitic. For te greater the perſons are that a\japree, the mare 
# the bart that ts done by their aiſapreement. As in a Houſe, if the 
Maſter and Miſtrefſe agree the houſe will ſtandand ſabſift, though 
the inferiour ſcryants tall out one with the other. So it the Lords 
and Commons unit- together the Citte and Kingdome will ſtand, 
thongh there ſhould be many diviſionsamongtt the (, omen people, 
And therefore it is your dutic aboyz others ( Right Honourable ) 
to follow after thoſe things that make for * Peace, Vniti: and Con- 
cord, tobe ambitions of Peareas you are exhorted, 1 Theſſ, 4-11. 
to ſpeake the truth in love, * Eph. 4.15. andto love in the truth, 
* 2 Epiſi, of lohnverſ. 2, 

Now that your hearts and affeAtons may b2 fully wrought ap, 


to make it your chiefe deſigne topradtife this dutic. 1 ſhall uſe 


theſe enſuing Motives and Arguments: DE. 
Firſt, Conſider how Pathetically and Emphatically., the boly 
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Apolile pertywadesall Gods people to the pradtiſe of this d 


will name but two Texts. 1 Cor.1.10. Now 1 beſeech you brethren, \\rguments to 
perlwade us to 
{ſtudy unitic 
and peace. 


- give them t 


ys I ———— 


by the name of eur Lora Jeſus Chriſt , that ye all fpeake the ſame 
thing, and that there be no diviſions among you , but that ye be per- 


feth iojned together in the ſame minae , and in the ſame /MAgement, 


Phil: 2: 1, 2. 1f there be therefere any conſolation in ( brift, if any 
comfort of lsve,if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any boVvels and mer- 
cies ; fulfill ye my ioy , that ye be like minded having the ſame love, 


| being of one accora, of one minde, & C. 


Secondly , Conſider what excellent Arguments the Apoſtle 
uſeth, Epheſ.4.3,4,5,6. Endevonring to keepe the unitie of the fþ1- 
riti% the bond of peace. T here 14 one body, ina one [pirit, even as ys 
are' called in ene hope of your calling. One Lord, one faith, one ba- 
pti/me, one God, cc. Thelc are omnipotent Arguments, It one 
God, and one Lord, and one body, &c. Shall not his childrenbe 
one? And afterwards, ver/« 11, 12,13. the Apoſtle tels us That 
when Chriſt aſcended up to Heaven, he gave ſome to be Apoſtles, 
fone Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors, and Teachers for the 
perfeiling of the Saints,C5c. T wil we all come to the unite of the faith, 
&c, Chrilts intendment in appointing a Miniltery in his Church 
was not oneſy tobring his people to veritie, but alk3to the witce 


_ ofthe faith. This is the great worke of a Mmnlter, to bring his 


cople to wnitte as well as veritie. 

Thirdly, Conſider what a borrib/e finne it 1s todivide one from 
another, and to be at hatred? and yariance one with another. This 
is a worke of the flzſh, Gal. 5. 19,20, 21. where it 1s obſervable 
that the Apofile reckons up ſeyen /ynonymicall expreſſions to ſet 
ont the grcatneſle of this fin. The works of the fleth are hatred, 
variance, emulation, wrath, ſtrife, ſedition, envyings ; of the Which 
T told you before, as | have alſo told you in time paſt, that they which 
doe [uh things ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God. This fin alone 
anrepented on will {hat a man ont of heaven. Therefore it is faid, 
Revel.12.15. without are dogs, Th ſinne alone makes thee unfit to 
come to the Sacrament, Mat.5.23. Thi finne alone makes God ab- 
horre owr Faſting dayes, Ifa.5 8.4. Behold, ye faſt for ſtrife and 
debate, ce. This finne alone turnes our prayers into curſes : For 
when thon prayer anto God, Forgrve us gur treſpaſſes, as we for- 

at rreſþ as againſt us, 1t thou beeſt in malice and hatred 
with 
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withthy brother, thou prayeſt unto God not to forgive thee thy 
treſpaſſes. Notable is the ſpeech of Cyprian, Peins eſt ſcindere 
Eccleſiam quam ſacrificare Idolo Schiſme in the Church isa greater 
finne then /delatry. Auſtin ſaith, it is a greater ſinne then hereſie. 
And this (faith he ) Ged himſclfe declared when he puniſhed 
Corah and his company that were Schitmatiques with a greater 
puniſhment then ever he puniſhed Tdolaters or Heretiques : Qu 
tam dubitaverit hec eſſe ſcelaratins commiſſum, quod eft graviuu 
vindicatum, 

Fourthly, Conſider the wofwl! mi/chiefes that are brought into 
Church and State by theſe our diviſions. It all the Teſwites in the 
Chriſtian world; If all the Devils in hell thould joyne together,to 
deviſe a way toundoe the Par liament, and the good Cauſe they 
manage, they could not invent a readier way then by dividing you 
one from another at this time, This makes you to fight againlt 
your ſelves, to murder your ſelves; your Cauſe, your Religion, 


 andto murder all that adhere unto you. Hereby God is diſhonou- 


red, Reformation hindered, Religion diſcredited, the good Cauſe 
diſlixed, the Enemic [{trevgthened ; You are weakened , your 
Counſcls diſturbed, the Warre prolenged, the Power of godli- 
neſſe abated, &c. as hath beene formerly mentioned. Hereby we 
arc all ta1t#m non, deftroycd, and deitrofed we mult be if our 
breaches be not made up. For if we bite and devonre one another, 
We /ball be conſumed one of another, Gal.5.15. Famous is the Story 
of Menenixs Agrippe,who,when the people of Rome had divided 
themſclver from the Senate of Rome, came to the people and told 
them anApologue of the members of the body,how tkey did once 
conſpire together againlt the belly, becauſe thatthe' belly did live 
idlely; & deyoure all the meat that the hands did work ferand feet 
walke for,&c. And therztore they agreed together to ſtarve the 
belly. The bands refuſed to work for to feed it ; the mouth re» 
fuſed to take in meat;the fect refuſed to goe to fetch it,&c. But 
withina very little while the m2mbers of the body ſaw their cr- 
rour : for the feet began to grow feeble and unable to walke ; the 
hands grew weake ; the whole man ſick : and then they under- 
ſtood that the belly was not 1dlz; bat that it conveyed the nouriſh» 
ment it received tocvery part of the. body : and hereupon they all 
agreed to joyne together to provide for the belly as well as for 

themlclyes. 
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ple, and Senators of 
Rome. This Fable teacheth us, That diviſions in the body natur.d,, 
and ſo alſo in the body politique, are ruinating and deſtrultive to 
the body. 

Ant the truth is, All the hope the exemy hath, is in our divif- 
nz; herem he boaſterh, and glorieth: There is nothing that 
ſtrengthens their defignesat Oxford ſo much : nothing that puts 
ſo much courage and reſolution into the hearts of our Adverſaries, 
as the Diviſions that are amoneſt us. 

This is the argument Melaxtton uſed to perſwade the divided 
Proteſtants of his time to peace and unity ; and he illuſtrateth his 
argument by anotable parable of the Wolves and the Dogs, who 
were marching on-ward to fight one againſt another, The Wolves 
that they m_ know the ſtrength of their adverſary, ſent fortha 
Alaſter-Wolfe as their Scout : The Scowt returnes and tels the 
Wolves, That indeed the Dogs were more in number, but yet 
they ſhould not be diſcouraged : For he obſerved, That the Dogs 
were not one like another ; a few maſtives there were ; but the 
molt were little cxrres, which could onely barke but not bite, and 
would be afraid of their owne ſhadow. Arother thing alſo he 
obſerved which ſhould much encourage them, and that was, That 
the Dogs did march asif they were niore offcnded with themſelves 
then with us ; not keeping their ranks, but grinning, and ſnarling, 
and biting ; and ſometimes tearing each other, 4s if they would ſave 
#4 a labour. And therefore let us march on reſolutely, for our ene- 
mics, are their oWne enemies; enemies to themictves, and their 
owne peace ; they bite and deyoure cach ether, and therefore we 
ſhall certainly deyoure them. I need not make any Application of 
this Parable. There is nothing that more heartens owr enemics, 
diſheartens our friends, then owr Diviſions. 


Fourthly, Conſider the great happineſſe that would accrue to * 


Church and State, if we Were wnited together againſt the Commun 
Enemy, If all the Saints npon earth, and Angels in heaven (hould 
ſtudy to find out a way to fave England from ruine, they could 
not find out a readier way, then by uniting us together at this 
time. England is an Tland divided fromall the world ; and if it 
were not divided within it ſelfe, it need not feare all the world 
IF London were asa City at unity within it felfe, what could de- 
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troy it? Did wealldoe as the Iſraelites did, Indy. 20. 8. They all 


aroſe as ont man, &c. and as To/hna22, 12. how quickly would 
theſe wars (through Gods bleſling) be at end ? What an honour 
woulditbe to the: Cauſe we fight for; to the Reformation we 
pray for ; the Religion we profeſle ; to the God we worſhip, it 
we Gd with united ſtrength purſue theſe things? How ſhould 
we {1pport and helps one another, ez portantem portare, as the 
Craxes do one another in the manner of their ilying. I mult not 
bere forget to min you of that known ory of Scillzrus that had 
eighty tonnes, znd when he was dying he calied them all defore 
kim, and preſented them with a bundle of fpeares, and bad them 
try whether they could breake that dundle z and they tryed, but 
were not able, Afterwards he puls out one jayelin out of the 
bundle, and bade them break that, which they caſily did ; and fo a 
fecond, and a third,till they had broken them all. Intimating there 
by, that unity in Families, and compatted f[trength 1s the bond that 
preſerves the whole Family ; and whereſocycr this bond is bro« 
ken, that Family is quickly deſtroyed. Ihe like ſtory doth Sals/# 
tell ot one Micypſa, who when he was dying called his ſonnes 
and cauſed them to write this fentence-1n-Go/arn-letters 2 { 0n- 
coraia parve res creſcunt, diſcordia magne dilabuntur. On that 
God would give us hearts to fpiritualize theſe [tories ! 

Fifthly, Conſider the late NVationall Covenant you have taken, 
wherein you have htted up your hands to the moſt High God, and 
have ſworne to ſtudy unit1e and conformitic in Religion, &c. And 
to endeayour according to your places, to extirpate Heretic , 
Schiſme, &c. I know not how it is come to paſle, but ſure I am, 
our diviſions are greater ſince we took this Coyenant then before. 
And ſure T am that God will call us to a ltrict account for this grie- 
yous linne of Periurie. Andit ever Englandperith by theſe wars, 
this ſhall be Eglands Motto : Here lyeth a Nation that hath bro- 
ken ( ovenant with God, and therefore u« this great evil cons nou 
ber. And therefore I beſecch you, be mindiuilof your Covenant ; 


. and remember it is not the taking, but the keeping of Covenant 


that prevailes with God. And ifhe (hall be ſhut out of heaven that 

keepes nor bis promiſe, though it be to bis hwrt, P(al. 15, 4+ much 

more he that keeps not hu oath,wben it t for his good, 

Sixthly, Conſider further, That our enemies that fight againſt 
246 
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agree together : Herodand Pilate are made friends, and joyne 
together to put Chriſt to death. The Herodvans and the Phari/ces, 
though diflenting one from another, yet both agree againſt Chriſt, 
Aſar.12.13. The Heroaians were Conrtiers, and fought to bring 
in 7 jranny ; the Phariſces were poplar, and fought to maintaine 
the peoples liberties; and yet they both joyned together againlt 
( hriſt. thus did the Sadduces and Phariſees alto. Thus At. 17. 
18. The Eprcares and Srorques combine againlt Pant, Shall Zudas 
conſpire with the Phariſees and Sadaxces tobetray Chriſt ? and 
ſhall the Diſciples of Chrilt fall out amongſt themſelves? Shall 
Paul and Barnabas divide one from another ? God forbid 1 Shall 
the 1riſh Rebels, the O-xfora Loras and Gentlemen, the Engls/h 
Papiſts, and the Engliſh Biſhops : The Protcſtants at large, and the 
ſeduced people all agree together like Sampſons Foxes with fire» 
brands at their tayles to bnrne three Kingdomes ? And ſhall not 
we agree together to fave three Kingdomes? Shall the Lions, 
Bearee, Typgers, Wolves, Lambes and Sheepe, &c-. that were ſhut 
up in the Arke, agree together while they were in the Arke? 
(for we doe not read that they did hurt one another all that 
while) And ſrall not we that are {hut up here, in Zendon, and ina 
few ailociated Countiesasin an Arke, agree together to preſerve 
one another from a Deluge of Waters that is drowning us- all, 
though we ſhould difter in foie few things one from another? 
Seventhly, Conſider the very Heathen how carefull they have 
beene to maintainennitie and peace m iimes of publique danger , and 
how carcfull to lay alideall private quarrels. 1 will inſtanec onely 
in the ſpeech of Ariſtiaes to Themnſtocles, Plautarch tels us, that 
from their very childboods they did diftzr one from the other, and 
never could agree. But when a common enemy catnc agamlt 
them, then Ariftides comes by night to Themwijtocles, and faith 
unto him, 5; /apimns, ow(| a tandem imvemili et inavi concertatione, 
contentionem de {ervanda Gracia ſalubrem hone/tamq; ſuſcipiamn, 
&c. Let ui leaveall youthly contentions, and tend unanimouſly is 
the publique good. Ofthat this connſell might take impreſhon in 
the bearts cus Chriſtians at this t1me. 
Eightly, Conſider further, how that the very* Devils im hell 4» 
gree to-promore their owne kingdome. If Satan te divided againſt 
Satan ({aith Chrit) hoyy can his Kngdome ſtand? Andiny Text 
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is brought (as 1 baye ſaid) asan argument to prove that Chriſt did 
not caſt out Devils by the power of Be/zebnb, becauſe then Satan 
ſhould be divided againſt himſelfe, and ſeeke his own raine which 
he willneyer doe, There is peace amongſt the Devils in hell. And 
certainly there cannot be better Mulicke to the Divels 1n hell,then 
to {ee the Parliament divided againlt it felfe ; and the C Hy divi- 
ded againſt it ſelfe ; and the Goaly Miniſters divided againlt theme 
{clves at ſucha time as this is. 

Ninthly, and eſpecially, Conſider the Lord Teſus Chriſt who is 
the Great Peacemaker, who came into the world when all the 
world was at peace ; at whoſe birth the Angels ſang, Glory to God 
on high, andin earth peace: wh when he was dying left a Legaſie 
of peace to his people, and yave his Diſciples a NeW Commande- 
ment, to love one axother : (which was therefore call:d a New 
Commandement,becaulc 1t was inforced with a new example ; ? | 
eyenthe example of Chriltsl»ye tous) Who when he made that | 
admirable: Prayer, /oh» 17. the chicte part of it was, that God 
would make his children one, as he and the Father were one, And he 
gives the reaſon of it, ver/. 21. 7 hat the world may beleeve that 
thox haſt ſent me. The world will not beleeve in Chrift when 
they ſee Chriſtians diſagree, Nothing hinders men from beleevin 
in Chriſt more then the difſerences and diviſions of thoſe that doe be- 
leeve in Chriſt. It is an excellent obtervation of Athanaſirs : That 
the ,yery manner of Chrilts death doth preach the Doctrine of 
Vnitie and love to Chriſtians. For Chriſt was not ſawen aſunder 

4s the Prophet ]/aiah was. He was not beheaded us lohn Baptiſt 
was. Therc was not a bore of hu briken, nor any whit of his gar- 
went rent or torne. Andall this to teach Chriſtians (faithhe) tobe 
at unitic within themſelves. Was not a bone of Chriſt broken pon 
the Croſſe, and ſhall all hx members breake tn pieces now he 14 in hea- 
ven? Was his garment kept Whole, and ſball bis body be rent and 
zorne in pieces ? This is Panls Argument to perſwade the divided 
Corinthians to Peace and Vnitie, 1 Cor.1.13. 1s Chriſt divided? 
Hnd Why are Chriſtians aivided if Chriſt were not divided ? Why 
doth one ſay, 1 ans of Paxl ; another, 7 am of Apollo ; another, [ 
ans of Cephas, &c. And therefore if you be Chriſtians live in love 
and unitic, as the Diſciples of Ieſus Chriſt, that ſo the world may 
vclecve in Chutkt, | 
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| Oh that theſe Aforives might take deepe rooting in your affe- 
Aions: And that every one in his place would labour after Peace 
and Vnitie. That you that are Magiftrates and Juſtices, would 
bind your ſelves to the peace | It is no diſcredit in this ſenſe tobe 
bounats the peace, You are called Inſtices of the Peace, not becauſe 
you ſhould hold your peace when God would haye you to ſpcake; 
but becauſe it is your dutic to make peace, and to keep peace. Tet 
all godly IMinifters preach up the duty of brotherly love, which is 
quite forgotten among[t moſt Chriſtians. It 1s a datie quite dead 
and buried, let us labour that it may Have a ſpeedy reſwrrefion. 
The Apoſtle faith, 1 7 heſ.4.9. 4s touching brotherly love ye need 
not that I Write wn'o you. Cc, But we Miniſters, now a dayes, 


need to write «nd preach otno duty more then this. And then let 
all Minifters 20d cope, Pray for the peace of leruſalem, and give 
the Le:d 17 r= 1:17 he make Englanaand Irelara, a praiſe in the 


earth. .*' 1: pra” for peace, and fight for peace, and contribute 
our money «1llinc1y for a peace. For indeed, all our fighting, and 
all-our valt expences,-are but as wayes-and-meanestoa ſafe and 
well grounded peace, Let ws fight for peace, with peace one towards 
another. Andiet usnot complaine and murmur at the preatneſſe 
of our contributions ; but remember the {tory of the old coyetons 
Miter that hang himſclfe to fave charges ; and his man comming 
11 unawares and ſecing his Maſter a hanging, cut the rope in picecs 
and thereby ſaved his Maſters lif:. The waſter being recovered, 
inſtead of thanking his man, fell a chiding of him becauſo he cut 
the rope in picces, and fo did put him to the charges of a new 
rope : whereas he ſhould rather have untied 1t, then cut it, This 
man, you will ſay, did little deſerye to have his life ſaved. Tuſt 
ſuch is our condition. Our cruell enemics are ready to devoure 


and deſtroy us. All that the Parliament doth, is tocutthe rope in 


pieces with which they would hang us. Andit we be put tro more 
then ordinary charge, let us not grumble at thoſe expences which 
are the preſervation of or lives, That man u nnworthy to live, that 
murmurs to lay ont alittle money to ſave bis life, 

But here I mult put in three Cavycats, & befcech you 5» the firſt 


place, toremember that when I ſpeake fo much for unity, I would 


alſo have you to remember that Vnwm & verum convertuntur. 


That wnity without verip, is not a tre peace, but a conſpiracy, On- 
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nw concordia in veritate. Unity ioyned With falſhvd is execrable 
adulterie, faith ( yprian. When unitic and falſhood are married 
together, it 1510 lawful marria ge, but execrable atnttery. If | can- 
not have peace with men, but I mul? loſe my peace with God; 
farewell peace with men that I may keep my peace with God. 
One great reaſon why we have 1o little peace upon earth, is be- 
cauſe we ſecx after 1t more then after the glory of God in 
heaven. 

You will muſt remember #» zhe ſecond place, that this Unity that 
we tut labour after, malt be ina Scripture Way, The Primitive 
Church tor Vnity {ake, and to prevent Schiſmes, ſet up one Pre/- 
byter as a Biſhop to rule over the reſt with Afazority of power 1n 
Llariſdiction and Ordination, But this at beſt was but a humane in- 
vention, and it proved an increaſer of Schiſme and Diviſton. The 
Papiſtsfet up the Pope to preſerve unicie ; But he is the greateſt 
Apple of (trife the Chriſtian world hath. It will be our care to [tu- 
die to promote a #zr# mn ſuch a Way which the Scriptures hold 
forth, and this will proſper. 

You mult allo remember 1» the thirdplace, that our rnitie,peace, 
and love, as 1t mult D241n rhe rrath, foit mult be 7» trach. It muſt 
be cordialland reall. Oh, that I could once fee all 'Gods people 
of one lip, as1t was betore the confuſion of Tongues, Ges. 11.1. 
That this might be the Mottoof Gods people in Exgland: Cor 
wnum, Via una, One heart, and one way. That they that ſhall fing 
one andthe ſame Song in heaven, may agree in the fame way of 
worlht» here upon carth. Excellent was that ſpeech of Grynew, 
when he was dying : Iam now going (faid he) toa place (means 
ing heaven) «bs Lutheriss Calvino bene convenit : where Lather 
and Cal/visagrec well together. Shall we agree well in heaven, 
and (hall we not agree together upon carth? God forbid. Let us 
alwaies remember that ſpcech of Teſeph his brethren when they 
were going home to their Father, Gen 45.29. See that you fall not 
out by the way. Wears: all pilgrims, travelling towards our hea» 
venly Canaan, to one and the ſame God and Father, Ohlct us 
rot fall out by the way. Andlet the two Arguments that eAbra- 
ham uicd to Lot, Gen.13.7,8. mightily prevaile with us, to make 
us more ambitious of uaitie, peace, and concord, then ever yet we 
lavo beenc. Let there be no-ſtrife betWcexe me and thee, GC. for We 
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are brethren, and the Canaanite # in the Land. Theſe are two gol- 
den allurements : the Lord make them efleQuall 1 I had almoſt 
forgotten Davids Arguments in the 133. P/alme. Behold, how good 
and how pleaſant it us, for brethren to live together in unitiz, The 
word Behold, is prefixt- that ſo the commendation might take the 
deeper impreſſion, Many things are good which are not pleaſant, 
and many things pleaſant, which are not good; but it is both good 
and plcaſant for brethren to dwell together 1n unitie, It is like 
Aarons precious oyntment that went downe to the skirts of his gar- 
ments, ec, It is acommunicative mercy that perfumeth wiwle 
Kingdomes with bleſſings. It 1s lice the dew of Hermon, &c. It 
makes barren Lands fruitfull. 7: « like the dew upon the monntaines 
of Sion, Where the Lord commaxacd the bleſring, even life for ever- 
more. 

But you will ſay, Here are Motives and Arguments ſufficient Q4;-5. x 
to perſwade any man to the practiſe of this bleſſed grace. Let us Means and 
heare ſome helps and meanes to procure this great mercy, that {o helps for the 
our Diviſions may be healed ; and peace, umtie, and concord may Procurement 
dwellinour Land. on ny 0g 
This is a-worke worthy of a God, and none but a Ged can ,_;,- 
doe 1*, | : RES 

It is withusin England, as it was with the wamen that went 
early in the morning to the Sepulchre, and there they fourid a 
great (tone, and they {aid, Who ball roll away thu ſtone? for 5 14 7/4 
ry oreat, Mar.16. 3,4. And behold, there Was 2 great earthquake, 
for the Angel of the Loyd deſcended from heaven, and came and rolled 
backe the ſtone from the doore, and ſate uponit, This is our condi- 
tion. There is2 great Monntaine of Diviſion that ob/trutts the ... 
happineſſe of England, and that hinders the Lord Chriſt and his 
XK ingdome from riſing out of the grave of ſuperſtition. But who 
now ſhall roll away this great ſtone from the doore of the Sepul- 
chre? 1 feare it will colt an earth-quake before it be remoyed. 

Oh that we had faith toremove Mowntaines | Oh that God would 
{end his 4»ge! toroll away this ſtone ! That God Wonld make the 
Aſſembly of Miniſters bus Angels to take away thus great Monn- 
taixe, that ſo there may be a Reſurrettion of Jeſus Chriſt, ana his 
ure Worſmp in all uts glory and beautie even in our dayes| The 
ory of Icheſaphat, 2 Chron. 10, 12. will very well {uit with our on 
tumes? 
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times: We are in a very great ſtraight as he was; and what he 
did, and ſaid, will very well befit us. Let us goe to God by prayer, 
and ſay. Ch our God, we have no might againſt thu great company - 
that cometh againſt us. We have no ſirength to heale our Diviſions 
inthe ( nt: and in the State, they are ſo groue ard ſo _ we 
know not what to doe, but our eyes are upon thee, Thou that ataft find 
out a Way hid from ages and generations, Col.1.26. A way hid from 
Angels ardeArchangels, hid within thy ſelfe, Ephel. 3. 9. To ſave 
prove undone, fallen, loſt man, even by Ieſus Chrift, Oh find out a 
way toreconcile King and Parliament, to unite thy divided people 
inthe truth | Chblefled Teſw that cameſt into the world to breake 
downe the middle Wall of partition betWeene Jew and Gentile ; that 
art the great Peace-maker, make up our Wide and great breaches, 
and take away the many Wals of partition that aivide 15 one from ane 
other. After this manner we muſt wraltle with Godin prayer,and 
watch thereunto with all perſeverance. 

But beſides this generall helpe by Prayer; give me leave to 
name a few other which are more particular. 

Firſt, Let ms labour to make our peace with God, and God will 
make 1s at peace one with another. Tranquillts Dex tranquillat 
ommia. If God be at peace with thee, he will make the very (tones 
inthe ſtreet to be at peace with thee ; he will make peace flow 
downelike a river, and like a mighty ſtreame. When a mans Wayes 
pleaſe God, he Will even make hu enemies to be at peace With him, 
Prev. 16.7. You (hall finde in Scripture, that when « (Þwrch, 
Stare, or per/on aividedit ſelfe from God by finne, God ſuffered it as 
a puniſhment to be divided from it ſclfe by faition, Aſſoone as ever 
Solomon had foriaken God by Idolatry , Goo preſently divided 
his Kingdome from him. And God threateneth Jerem. 13. 13. 
That becauſe his people had forſaken him, that therefore he would 
fill the Inhabitants of Teruſalem with 36 Wagga þf and he Would 
daſh thews one againſt another, even the fathers and the ſonnes toge- 
ther, he wowld not pity, &c. You (hall find alſo that when « King. 
and K ingdome returned to God, then they had peace, and flouriſhed 
in ak outward _ 2 Chron.15.3,4,5,6,8,1 2,1 3,19. 2 Chron. 
I7.35,6-10.. And therefore if ever you would cure Englands 
diftraRions to'purpole ; [trike at the root and cauſe of our diviſions. 
I'st us labour to find out all thoſe ſinnes that ſeparate between us 


and 
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and God ; And when you have found them out,you muſt not deale 
with them as the Parliament doth with their priſoners which 
they take , uſing them more kindly and conrteouſly then they 
were uſed befcre they were priſoners : nor as David weuld have 
his ſonne Ab/o/2m,concerning whom he gave altric charge, that 
they ſhould uſe him kindly for bis fake : but you muſt doe as the 
Oxford men doe with our priſoners, uſe them cruelly. Doe as 
Toſhna did with the five Kings whom firſt he kept np cloſe pri- 
ſoners in a Caye, and afterwards ſent for them,and trod upon their 
necks, and hung' them up betore the Lord. Thus muſt we deale 
with our ſinnes, and then we ſhall have peace. For as the lines in a 
circumference that are ar awne to the Center, the neerer they are to 
the Center, the neerer they are one to anather : So.the neerer any men 
come to God in ſimilituae and ltkeneſſe, the neerer they will be 1oyned 
one to another 11 uvitic and love. For it any may fay he loveth God 
and hateth his brother7he is a lier. For he that loycth not. his bro- 
ther whom he hath ſeene, how. can he loye God whom he hath 

not ſeene? And this Commandement have we from hum, that 
he that loyeth God, loye his brother alſo, 1 70h.,4.20,21. 

__ Secondly, Take heed of the Land-deſtroying Opinion of thoſe 
that plead for an limited toleration of all Religions, even of 
T urki/me, Tuaniſme, 6, The Lord keepe us from being poilon- 
ed with ſuchan Error | This Text riſethup againk it, For it will 
drvide a Kingdome againſt it ſelfe, It willrend it into a thoutand 
PICCCS. It it a D ottrame direttly contrary te yorr late Oath aid Co- 
vewant. A Doctrine that everthroWeth all ( burch-Government, 
bringeth in confuſion, and 0 a wide doore unto all rrelrpton 
ply For at the {5 ol tha all falſe religions Dons 

in, the true Religion Will quickly get owt, And if it be as good for a 

man tolive where nothing is lawfull, as where all things are laVv- 

full : \urcly it is every way as uncomfortale to live where thera 

arc all Re/3gions, as where there 1s no Re/rg108 at all. 

Thirdly, To heale our Diviſtions, we mult labour to be cloathed 
with the garment of humility : For onely by pride (aith the Wilc- 
man) cometh contemion, Prov.13.10. Now there is a double hu- 
mylitic we muſt be cloathed withall ; brmilstic of indgement, and 
bumilitie of beart. Firſt, humilitie of iudgement, tothinke that os 
thers may know the truth as well ag our lelves; to have alow 

F eſtceme 
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eſtesme of our owne underſtanding : For be that thinketh he hnow= 
eth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to knoW, 1 Cor, 
8. 2. Andif any man teach otherwiſe,c+c. faith the Apoltle,1 Tins. 
6.3.9. He u proud knowing nothing, &c. And therefore let usnot 
be Wiſe in our owne eyes , nor leane to our oWne underſtandings, 
Prov, 3. 5 . 4+ Secondly, huamilitie of heart. An humble heart 
is a peaceable quiet heart. An humble heart will be ſenſible of the 
lealt ſinne, much more of this great finne to diltrat and deſtroy 
the peace of three Kingdomesby unneceſlary diſputations. 
Fourthly, Labour for grace ts contemme the World and all Worldly 
things. For many times diviſions arife out of baſe Covetouſnefle. 
It was the love of the world that divided Demas from Pant, And 
therefore it is faid, 1 Tim. 3.3. Thata Miniſter muſt not be gree- 
die of folthy Iucre ; andasif that were not ſathcient ; he addes wor 
eovetows. And therefore if you would live 1n umtie and peace; 
T ake heed and beware of covetouſne([e. | 435% 
Fitthly, Pray for the ſpirit of meekweſſe, patience dong ſufferance ; 
and for mortified affettions, It is one of the Ingredicats required 
ina Miniſter, that he ſhould be one T hat z5 xot ſoone angry, Titus 1. 
7. andone that is patient, no ſtriker, no brawley, 1 Tim. 3.3.Meck- 
neſle, and Patience, and Morttfication, are neceflary Ingredients 
ito-that Medicine that muſt cure our divided Kingdom. For an 
angry man ſtirreth up ſtrife, and a furious man aboundeth in tranſ- 
greſsions. Prov. 29.22. Unmortified affettions are the canſe of 
much diſturbance in Families and Cities. And therefore Chriſt 
faith, Xfar.g. 50. Have ſalt in your ſelves, and have peace one with 
another. This ſalt is the ſalt of tification. We malt labour to 


-have our anger mortifed; our love of the world mortified ; our 


pride mortifted ; and this will be a notable meanes to make us at 
peace one. with another. As in the 01d Law, every ſacrifice was 
to be ſeaſoned with ſalt : So let eyery man pray for This /a/t 
within himſclfe to ſeafon his unmortified affeRions, and this will 
keepe him from pmtrifying in malice, envie, hatred, &c. 

Sixthly, Let all thy private aimes be ſwallowed up in the publique 
good, Let the Cauſe of Tefim Chriſt and his' Charch be dearer to 
thee thenthinoowne life; andthis frame of ſpirit will excceding- 
ly incline thee to all lawfull waics of peace and unitie.. Remem» 
ber 0/4 Ely, and how bis beat trembled tor the Arke of God, 


1 Saw. 
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1 Sam. 4.13.18. He trembled not for the thought of his chil- 
dren, but for the Arke ; and afloone 2s ever mention was made of 
the taking of the Arke, he fell downe and brake tis necke : he was 
not troubled at the mention of the death of his two-ſonnes, &c- 
The like we read of his daughter in law, 1 Sam.4.19,: 0,2 1,22. 
The like of Nehemiah who was in great proſperitic himſelfc, and 
yet how was he diſtrefled in ſpirit for tne milcrics of Jeruſalem, 
Nehem.1.4. The like we read of Damel, &c. 

Seventhly, We muſt nip Diviſions in the bud, and quench the 
fire of Contention at the beginning. That fire is calily quenched 
at firſt, which when it hath once taken poſſeſſion 15 not tobe 
quenched. The Lord grant it be not laid to our charge ;; that we 
have ſuffered Englaras diltraftions to grow to ſucha height, and 
a__ not labourcd in our ſeverall places to compoſe and quict 
tnem, | 
Eightly, Zer 4 yeeld one to another for peace ſake, Famoys is 
the example of eAbraham,and wortby of all imitation, who yecl 
ded his right up to Lot, who was his younger and inferiour, fot 
peace fake, Gen.13.9. If thow wilt take the left hand, then I wil 
goe to the right ; or if then departeſt to the right hand, then I will goe 
to the left. ks 

Ninthly, Take heed of grounaleſſe iealouſies and ſuſpicions one of 
another, This is Englands great (ipne; and the chicte cauſe of ma- 
ny diſtempers amongſt us. We are like unto the children of 1/- 
racl, who when they came firſt out of Egype did almoſt detic 
Aoſes and Aaron, But afterward, afloone as ever they began to 
meete with ſtraights and difficulties , they began preſcatly to 
murmur again(t them, and tocall their fidehitic into queſtion ; and 
to accule them, as if they had a defigne to bring them into 
Wildernefle todeſtroy them, Exod.1 6.2,3. Iuſt fo doe we. When 
our Armies for our ſinneg are juſtly puniſhed with ill fuoceſle, in- 
ſtead of refle&ing upon our linnes, to be troubled for them 3 we 
fall a murmuring againſt our Chicfe Commanders, and queitzon 
their fidelitic ; as if they had a deſigne to betray us1nto the ene- 

mies hand. I doo not ſpeake thisas if I would countenance any 
Commander that is guilty ; or hinder juſt complaints of, and in- 
quirics. after thoſe that arc guilty ; or the uſe 'of juſt meanes tobe 


rid of ſuch, But ll that Layis: That to faſten uninf ſation 
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and groundleſſe iealowſies, upon thoſe that venture their lives and 
eſtates in the common cauſe, is to be guilty of Robbery and Mur= 
der: it is to ſteale away and murder their good wames, which is as 
precious as life it ſelfe : and it isa {tnne that God will not pardon 
uoleſle the party that 1s guilty endeayour to' make reſtitution of 
his good name, which is a worke not caſte tobe done. Por a mans 
g50d name ts like a white piece of paper, Which if once blotted it Will 
be hard to wipe out that blot ſo as to leave noprint of it behind, 4 
mans good name ts like a Merchants eftate Which ts long in getting, 
but # loſt in a minute : and when 1t1s lolt in the bottome of the 
Sea, how ſhall it ever be recovered againe? So1isa mansgood 
natne. But yet God will accept of our endeyours to make reſti- 
tution if faithfull and induſtrious. 

Tenthly, To heale our Diviſtons, we muſt make conſcience to 
filence all our private Opinions, and differences. Haſt thou faith * 
({aith th: Apoltle, Roms, 14.22.) have it to thy ſelfe before Ged. 
Doe not diſturbe the Church of God at this time with thy private 
faith. Indeed if.it be a matter abſolutely neceſffary to ſalvation, it 
is charitie to acquaint the Charch of God with it : but if we can 
be ſaved without it, this is not a fit time to broach any new Opi- 
nion. For as Eliſha laid to Gehezs, 2 King.5.26, Is thu atime ts 
receive money ? &c. Solay 1: Is this atime to trouble England 
with New Opinions? Azl/us Gellixs tels us of certaine men that 
were in a Ship ready to periſh by reaſon of a great Tempeſt, & one 
of taem being a Philoſopher, fell a asking of many trifling Que- 
{tions s$ to —_ they anfwered: #1ucs droMvubayal od raile ; 
We are periſhing, and dolt thou trifle ? So fay1; 1s England a 
periſhing, and i thu atime to trouble it- with unntceſſary diſputa= 
rions? 1 doubt not but there will a time come wherein every 
mans owne opinion ſhall be heard : but this is a time wherein we 
ſhould all unite againſt the Common Enemy that ſeckesto de- 
youre usall. For my part, I doe here openly profefſe, That if [ 
had an opinion diſagreeing from that way of Reformation which 
is likely to be ſet up,and did ſee that the publiſhing of it would di- 
{turbe the peace of the Kingdome, I would doe with it as the 
Mariners did with Jonah, I Woxld caſt it into the ſea rather then in- 
creaſe the Tempeſt by my opinion ; eſperially at ſuch a time as this is, 

And [ doubt not but every honcſt man will do the like. 
| Laſtly, 
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Laſtly , It is your dutie ( Right Howonrable ) whom God hath 
betruſted with great power, to ſuppreſle theſe diviſions and 
diftzrencesin Religion by your Civill Autheritie , as farre as you 
arc able, leſt you be acceſſary unto thein. For God hath made you 
Cuftoacs ntriuſque tabule , Keepers not of the ſecond Table one= 
ly, (as ſome fondly imagine ) but of the firſt Table alfo, and not 
onely Keepers, but YVindices ntrinuſq; T abule , Punithers alſo of 
thoſe that tranſgreſle againſt either of them. For you are the Afi- 
niſters of God for good, and Revengers to execute Wrath upon hing 
that doth evill. Rom. 13.4. And God hath deputed you for the 
preniſhment of evill dvers , and for the praiſe of them that ave well. 
x Pet. 2. 19. There are fone that would 6/3: out balfe your Com- 
miſſion, and reftraine this Good and evil tociyill good and to evils 
onely againſt men. But this is againſt that generall Rule, oy eſt 
diftinguendum #ubi lex non diſtinguit, Where the Law doth not 
diltinguith,there mult not we diltingutſh. Tell me I befecch you, 
Shall it be lawwfull for Magiftrates to puniſh thoſe that deſtroy mens 
boates, but not thoſe that deſtroy mens ſoules ? Shall they be blamed 
for ſaffering men to draw people away from obedience to the 
Laws of the Land and tothemſelves, and not alſo for ſuffering mer 
to araw aWay people from the trath of the Goſpel, and from the 


Waycsof God, tuchas H ymmend #4 2nd Philetus, who everthrow 


the faith of ſome, and their word: eate as a Canker ? Shall Chriſtian 
Magiltratestake up the Maxime of Tiberins, Deorum 1minrias 
Dit cure eſſe? Let God himſcite take care to vindicate himiclte 
from injuries committed againſt God ? As for mel will (uſt 
like Gallo ) take care of none of theſe things. Can Chriſtian 
cares endure ſuch language ? Doth not God prophecy, 1/atah 49. 
23. That in the New Teſtament Xings ſhalt be our nurſing F a- 
thers, and Ducenes our nurſing Mothers ? And how can a Chriſti 
an Magiſtrate diſcharge that dutie aright it he hath not power 
from God to puniſh thoſe that would poyſon the ſoules of his 
weake children with hereſies, and ſouledeſtroying opinions? I do 
not deny , but that there is great wiſdome to be obleryved by Ma- 


. giſtrates in diſtinguiſhing between perſons and perſons, betweene 


errors auderrors. Some perſons are pious and peaceable , others 
turbulent and furious. Some errors are ſuch , as ſ#bvert the faith, 
and deſtroy the power of Goalineſſe : others are of alefler nature, 
__ - which 


Bloudy Tenent, 
The Good S$4- 
M1ritin. 


F- h 14 Battiſt, 


* 2 Chron. 15. 
I 3. 

2 Chro. 34-32, 
Ezra 10.5, 
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| which may conſiſt with the powerof Godlineſſe, and with an ny 


tic in the faith. But that which Inow ſpeake againſt, is thatun- 
bounded libertie that 1s pleaded for in divers books lately written; 
which hold forth this prodigious Tenent. That every man u to be 


[wffered to have the libertie of his conſcience, be it never ſo Heretsoall 


er [aolatricall, This oyerthroweth all the power of the Magiſtrate 


41n puniſhing herefie, blaſphemy, Idolatry, and is contrary to many 


plaine Texts of the * Old Teſtament , and to thoſe of the New 
Teſtament above mentioned. | 

Object. Will you allow the Magiſtrate to T yrannize over mens 
Conſciences, 

Anſw. By no meanes. But I beleeve 1t 1sthe Dutie of Magi» 
{trates to keepe men from infteAting their Subjects with ſoule-de» 
ftroying errors. 1t thou balt an Hereticallopinion , have it to thy 
ſelte, and the Magilirate will not ; nay, cannot meddle with thy 
private conſcience. But it thou labourelt to infe& others with 
thy grace-deltroying opinions. I doubt not but the Magiltrate is 
bound to keepe thee from ſpreading thy infection to the undoing 
of the ſouls of his Subjects. It he may lawfully ſhut up a man that 
bath the plague upon his body, that he may not infe others, why 
not a inan that hath the plague of Hercſie upon his ſoule, that ſo he 
may not deſtroy the {oules of thouſands? Shalla-CAfafter ina Fa- 
mily have power to put away a /ervaxt that is tainted with a 
groſle opinion , and yet not be called a Tyraxt over that ſorvants 
conſeience * And (hall not the Chiefe Magiſtrate of a Kingdome 
have power to pt out of his K ingaome (at lealt to ſhut up from 


. doing burt ) one that is his /#6:ett and polluted with blaſphemous 


hereticall I dololatricall opinions ? Is not the Kingaome the CMa- 
g5ſtrates Houſe and Family ? But cnough of this. 

Theſe are the meanes that are tobe uſed to cure the miſcrable 
diſtrattions of Englana, The Lord give us grace to-put them in 
practiſe. | 

There is one Vic more yet behind , and that is an Yj#of Conſee 
lation to the people of God, Notwithſtanding , all the Diviſions 
and DiltraRtions that are in the Kingdome. This is an Alablaſter 


| boxe full of precious oyntment, and it con(iſts of foure particulars. 


I. Remember for your ( omfort that there Was never any great 
Reformation brought in by Godinto a Kingdome, but it hath alwaies 
been 
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Reformation , How great were the differences between him and 
Calvin ; Infomuch,, as the Reformation was more hindred by 
their Diviſions, then by the power and policy of the Enemy, and 
yet notwithſtanding, God carryed on the Worke of Reformation 
manere theſe diviſions. Inthe Primitive rimes , many and great 
were the Diviſions of the Church andof the Miniſters thercof; 
Infomuch , as Nazianzen faith, that in his time there were {xe 
handrederrors inthe Charch ; and in Conflantines time, the diffe- 
rences between the Biſhvps were ſo many, that they bronght bxu- 
dles of petitions one againlt another , which the ZEmperonr out of 
his wonderfull defire of Peace would not ſomuch as read, but 
burnt them all before their faces. How fad was the diviſion be 
tween Paul and Barnabas, and yet God turned it to 2 good eff. 
For by that meanes the Gofpel was the more fpread throughout 
the world 1 And therefore let us not be over-difconraged. For 
| y- Diviſions are no new things, and therefore no ſtrange 
ings. 
Y Conſider for your comfort, Magna veritas et prevalebir, 
_ Truth is a beamme of God, the purchaſe of leſug Chriſt, and -4t {hal 
prevaile 2t laft. Thongh our diviſions and diftrations do much 
weaken us and prorogue our ſettlement, yet notwithltanding the 
Cauſe we manage is Gods Caufe, and1t ſhall prey#te at lat, Ag 
Chriſt Tefus roſe fromthe grave in ſpight of the Zewes that rolled a 
ercat ſtone before the doore of the Sepulchre to hinder him. Ss 
the Caule of Chriſt, and the worſhip and government of Chri(t 
ſhaltriſe and flourtſh : and there will come a time wherein the 
Charch of God ſhall be glorious here upon earth ; and the Motto 
of it ſhall be (or www, viauna, One heart, one way. This will 
come to paſſe inſpight of our Drviſtons. For God hatty promited 
it, Zer.32.39. Zeph 3-9. 

The third ' Comfort is : That Artichrift (hall downe though 
he be never ſo firmely united. The Kingaome of the Devil ſhall 
be d-ſtroyed though Satan joyne with Satay. And though Saraw 
will not caſt out Satan, but ts ftrongly compaRted, and as a Citie at 
unitic within it ſelfe, yet God will caſt out Satan at /aft, and his 
kingdome ſtaltperiſh. Though Turke and Pope; though French 
and Spaniard ; tough the Irifh Rebels, and Engliſh Papilts. and 


Proteſtants 
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Proteſtants at large ſhould joyn hand in hand & conſpire together 
tooverthrow the little flock of Ieſus Chriſt, yet notwithſtandipg 


they doe but kick againſt pricks. Antichrilt 1s fallen, and the poore 
Aock of Chriſt ſhall be as a b»rdenſome ſFone wnto all people ; all thas 
burden themſelvcs with it ſhall be cut in preces, twough all the people 
of the earth be gathered together againſt it, Zach.12.3. Bellarmine 
mfkes wnitiea ligne of a true Church, But then there ſhould be a 
trac Church amongſt the Devils; for where he dwels there is 
peac?. And yet the Papifts cannot boalt much of their anitie. For 
they have their different Sets oppolite one to another, and the 
Icſuite tothem all. Vnitie without verity is a ligne of the Malig- 
nant Church, but not of the Church of Chriſt. And unitje with- 
out veritie, ſhall not uphold a State. For though haxd joyne in 
hand the Wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed, Prov.1 iti. , © 

Laſtly, Remember in what ſtate and condition the people of the 
lewes were in when Chriſt came into the World, It was when the 
government was departed from 1waah, and the Kingdeme given 
toa ſtranger ; when the Saxedrim (which was their Parliament) 
was deſtroyed ; and- they themſelves brought imto-pertect ſla- 
yery. Their condition was never ſo bad as at that time. And alſo 
they never had more Seas and Diviſions then when Chrift was 
borne : There wete in Jeruſalem the Heroaars, the Seribes 
and Phariſees. There were allo the Eſſezs, (though the Goſpel 
makesno mention of them.) Inthis ſad juncture of time eſis 
Chrift was borne. Oh what abundance of conſolation may be 
ſuckt out of the brealts of this truth 1! Chrilt came into the world 
when his Church was in the greatelt extremitie. And are not we 
at this time in great extiemity ? Arc .we not brought very low by 
our linnes, and by our diviſfiens the fruit of our finnes? We have. 
dividedour ſelycs from God by our finnes, and God hath divided 
us one from another. Let us beteech the Lord Teſfus Chriſt tocome 
once more into the world by his Spirit of power 1 Let us not 
deſpaire of his coming, For he is Dems in monte, He is our peaco 


now the Afrianis in the Land, Afic. 5.5. And when he comes 


be will come as a Conquerour to ſubdue his enemies under his 
cet, | 


This day is the day which is commonly called The Feaſt of 
Chriſts Nativitie, or Chrifimas day : A day that hath been here- 
tofore 


13,13, 14- 


—O— + — 


At the monethly Faſt, Decemb.25. 1644. 


tofore mach abuſed toſuperſt i jon and prophaneneſſe . It is not caſio 


to reckon whether the fuperſtition hath beene greater, or the pro- 
phaneneſſe. I have knowne ſome that have preferred Chriſtmas 


day before the Lords Day, and have cryed downe the Lords Day, 


andcried up Chriſtmas day, 1 baye knowne thoſe that would be 
ſure to receive the Sacrament upon Chriſtmas day, though they 
did not receive it all the yeare after, This and much more was the 
ſuperſtition of the day. And the prophaneneſle was as great. Old 
Father Latimer faith in one of his Sermons, That the Devil had 
more ſervice in the twelve Chriſtmas holy dayes (as they were 
called) then God had all the yeare after. Senecaſaith of his time, 
Otim December menſis erat, nunc annus eft, There are ſome that 
though they did not play at Cards all the yeare logg, yet they muſt 
play at Chriſtmas; thereby, it ſeemes, to keepe in memory the 
birth of Chriſt. This and much more hath beene the profanation 
efthis Fealt. And truely [ thinke that the ſuperſtition and pro- 
fanation of tliis day 1s fo rooted into it, as that there 1sno way to 
reforme it but by dealing with it as Hezekiab did with the brazen 
Eerpent. This yeare Cod by a Providence bath buried this Feaſt in 
a Faſt, and 1 hope it will never riſe againe. You have fet out 
(Right Ronourable) a ftri& Order for the keeping of it, and yon 
arc here this day to obſerve your owne Order, and I hope you will 
doe1t {tritly. The necelitic of the timesare great--Never-more 
need of Prayer and faſting. The Lord give ps grace tobe humbled 
in this day of Humiliaticn for all our owne, and Englavas (mnes; 
and eſpecially for the old ſuperſtition, and profanation of this 
Feaſt : alwaics remempring upon ſuch daycs as theſe, //a. 22, 
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A Catalogue of the Se 


rmons Preached and. 
Printed by Orderot both oreither Houſes 
of Parliament , From Iannary x 6 4 3. 
to Jannuary 16 4 4, 


A 


Tannary :1. {Maſter Cawarey. Prov. 29. 8. 
1 6 4 3- Maſter Rutherford, Dan, 6. 26, 


February 28 {MF Baylie. Zach. 3, 1,2. 
1643. IMF. T oung, Pſal 31. 34, 


March 27. FM*. Geleſpie. Extk, 43. 11+ 
1 6 4 4, I MF. Bond. 1ſaiah 45. 15. 


At the Thankſgiving for the Viftory given to 
our Forces under Sir William Waller, and Sir Witliam 
Belfore, over Sit Ralph Heptons Armie. 


eAprill 9g, { MF. Obediah Sedowick, P[al, 3,8, 
1644, } MF.Caſe. Daniel 11. 32. 


At the Thankſgivipg forthe Victory given to the 
" Forces under tne Command of the Lord Fairfax 
at Selby in Torkeſhire. 


a Aprill 23. FM". Perxe, Exod 34.6. not Printed. 
164 4 Mr. Caryl, Revel, 11. 16, I'7. 


eFprill 24. \DoRor Staunton. Demwt. 32.31. 
16 4 4 {UM*. Greene, -Nehemnah 1. 3z 4+ 


May 29. {2 Smith. Pſal, 107.6. 
I 644 |)M. Hal. Matth. 11. 13, 


Tune 26. M”. Hardwick. P/al. 126. 5,6, 
1644 @QNMF. Hicks, Iſaiah 28, 5,6. 


At 


mm 


At Toon Thankſgivig forthe Vigory over Eres 
Rapert, and the ſurrender of Yorke. 


MF. Vines. I1/, aiah 6 3. 8, 
- 28, A Hinaer ſon. AMatth. I4. 3I, 
194+ Ow. Herle. not Printed, 


Iuly 31: FM". Rathbandnot Printed. 


— 16 4 4. - MF. GoWer, Dan. 12.10, 


Art a Faſt Extraordinary, 


= Anguſt I 3, OM”. Hill. Hag! 'O 7, $8. 


-- 


— 


1644. |} MF. Palmer, Pſal. 99. 8. 


— Aupuſt 28, ; MF. Rayner. Hag. 2. 6,7. 


1 6 44, M-* 7 yſdate. Pſal. 122.6, 
Ata Faſt Extraordinary for the Dy lafter 
in the Welt, 


Septemb.1 2, {M*. Newcomen, Ioſhwua 7.10,11. 
1644. 1M; Coleman. Pſal.6;-5- 


Septemb. 25-5 MF, Proffet, Iſaiah 9. 1 3: 
1644. (Mi. Seaman. 1 Kings 3+ 9. 


Ata Fatt upon the Uniting of the 


Armies together, | 


( Before the Lords, 
Mr. Temple, 
MF. Chambers. c not yet printed. 
Oftob.22. ! MF, Palmer. 
1644 0 Before the Commons, 
MF. Calamy. eA-ts 17-30. 
| Mr. Sedgwick, Hebrews 11.7. 
{ MF. Vines, 2 Sam. 15+ 35, 36- 


Oftob. 


C Before the Lords, 
D»Aor Smith. 1.47 Pryins foe? 
Ooh. 30, | Doctor Stanton, P/al. OG. 30s 
1644, 5 Betore the Commons, 
| M*. Scudaer. Micah 6. y: 
— MF, Wood8ock, Revel. 16.15. 


$ Before the Lords, 
MF, Strickland. Pſal 46.1. 
Novemb.5.- | M. Spurſtovv. Ezra 9.13, 14- 
I644 , Before the Commons, 
| MF, Herle. 2 Sam. 21.16, 17. 
CM". Anthony Burges. Revel. 19. 2. 


Þ __ the Lords, 
M'. Hill. 3 Corinth®17. 18. 
M', Wil.sn/on. 1 Check 21. 24, 
Before the Commons, 


Nowemb.2 7. 


046-1 


| Mr, Pickering. Zath. 3.2. 


MF. G:pps. Pſal. 45. 1. 


r | :fore the Lords, 
MF, Calawy. 
Decemb.25. | MY. SedgWich. » 64 mind fe 
I 6 4 4. , Before the Commons. 
| MF. Thorowgood. Phil. 4 5. 
CMP, Langley. P/al. 74. 19, 20. 


